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Greeks 
sabotage 
EU sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—EU diplomats say 
ambassadors of the 28-nation bloc 
have failed to reach consensus on 
new sanctions targeting Russia for 
its role in the Ukraine crisis and the 
extension of current sanctions due 
to objections from Greece. 

EU ambassadors met on January 
28 in Brussels to discuss fresh 
punitive measures against scores of 
Russian officials, companies, and 
Moscow-backed separatists and the 
extension of the current sanctions 
until December. 

But EU diplomats told RFE/RL 
that they were unable to reach an 
agreement because Greek officials 
opposed the text of the proposed 
conclusions. 

Consensus among all EU 
member states is necessary to 
approve new sanctions or to extend 
the current ones. 

The EU had prepared a draft 
statement calling for the current 
sanctions imposed following 
Moscow’s annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula to be extended 
until December and for a list of 
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new sanctions to be approved. 

In the document, which was 
leaked ahead of an extraordinary 
meeting of EU foreign ministers 
on January 29, the EU says that “in 
view of the worsening situation [in 
eastern Ukraine], the [EU] council 
agrees” to extend the sanctions 
until December. 

The document also calls on EU 
officials to present a proposal on 
“additional listings” to the list of 
sanctions within one week. 

It adds that the extension and any 
new listings to the sanctions list are 
designed to ensure “a swift and 
comprehensive implementation of 
the Minsk agreements, which were 
signed by Ukrainian, Russian, and 
separatist officials in September 
and aimed at ending hostilities and 
leading to the withdrawal of heavy 
weaponry from the line of contact.” 

An earlier version of the draft 
document had said sanctions would 
be extended only until September. 

The new Greek government’s 
strong objections to the sanctions 
leave the plans for new sanctions 
and an extension of the current 
ones in doubt. 

Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras’s office also complained 
that it was not consulted about 
EU leaders’ January 27 statement 
calling for further “restrictive 
measures” against Russia. 

And new Greek Energy Minister 
Panagiotis Lafazanis said Greece 
opposed sanctions against Russia. 

EU leaders had asked their 
foreign ministers to consider 
fresh sanctions aimed at halting 
the bloodshed in eastern Ukraine, 
where more than 5,100 people 
have died since fighting broke out 
between pro-Russian separatists 
and government forces in April. 

Several EU diplomats have 
told RFE/RL that these punitive 
measures will almost certainly 
include additions to the list 
of Russians, separatists, and 
companies already hit with visa 
bans and asset freezes in response 
to Moscow’s role in the Ukraine 
crisis. 

One EU official said the debate 
on new restrictive measures could 
focus on whether to sanction 


influential Russians, including 
senior officials and wealthy 
business people, or limit the 


blacklist additions to pro-Russian 
rebels. 
EU leaders had expected to adopt 
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By Marco Levytsky 

Canadians in Calgary, Winnipeg and Toronto joined 
thousands around the world January 25 and 26 at 
global rallies in support of Ukrainian pilot Nadiya 
Savchenko who has been illegally detained by the 
Russian Federation along with hundreds of other pris- 
oners of war. 

Thirty-three-year-old Savchenko, one of the first 
women in Ukraine to graduate from the country’s 
prestigious Air Force Institute, was kidnapped by 
pro-Russian terrorists in Ukraine in June and illegally 
transferred across the border in July. 

She spent a month undergoing psychiatric evalua- 
tion at Moscow’s Serbsky Institute before being 
placed in the city’s No. 6 detention center. 

On December 13, Savchenko — who had already 
won a Ukrainian parliamentary seat in absentia as a 
member of Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party 
— launched a hunger strike to protest her detention. 

Since then, she has ingested little other than warm 


PHOTO — NORBERT K. IWAN 
Protesters rally at the Manitoba Legislature in Winnipeg 


Canadians join global 
rallies to free Savchenko 


water and has received some glucose transfusions to 
prevent fainting. 

“Through my protest — my hunger — I wish to 
achieve common sense from the Russian authorities 
and an awakening of conscience from the Russian 
Investigative Committee. There is irrefutable evi- 
dence of my lack of involvement and innocence of the 
crimes they accuse me of,” said Savchenko in an open 
letter, Jan. 12. 

Her continued imprisonment violates the Minsk 
Protocol, which Russia and its proxies signed along 
with Ukraine in September of 2014. The Protocol 
calls for immediate release of all hostages and illegal- 
ly detained persons. 

On December 25, 2014 she was named as a delegate 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eur- 
ope (PACE) which has granted international immun- 
ity to Savchenko and called for her immediate release. 

PACE says Savchenko’s immunity obligates Russia 
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Protesters walk past the Jack Springer Building in Calgary 


Захарченко є основним 
підозрюваним у справі про 
обстріл біля Волновахи - СБУ 
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Допомогу бійцям надаватимуть 
за стандартами НАТО 


(Голос Америки) Допомога на полі бою за стан- 


(Радіо Свобода) -Основним підозрюваним у справі про загибель | дартами НАТО - це врятовані життя українських 


мирних жителів під Волновахою є лідер угруповання «ДНР» 
Олександр Захарченко. Про це заявив голова СБУ Валентин 
Наливайченко, 19 січня. 

Теракт у Волновасі був спланований керівництвом угруповання 


«ДНР» та вчинений за їхньої прямої вказівки, наголосив 
Наливайченко. 

Він зазначив, що у слідства є записи відповідних телефонних 
розмов. 


«Йому ( Захарченку - ред.) підозру вже винесено. Він викликаний 
і буде затриманий або українським правосуддям, або міжнародним», 
- зазначив голова СБУ. 

Крім того, генеральний прокурор України Віталій Ярема 
повідомив, що українські правоохоронці вже передали документи 
до Інтерполу для оголошення в міжнародний розшук представників 
угруповань «ДНР» i «ЛНР», зокрема й Захарченка. 

Інтерпол поки що не оголосив Захарченка у розшук, додав Ярема. 

13 січня у результаті обстрілу бойовиками автобуса під 
Волновахою загинули 12, отримали поранення 16 мирних громадян, 
а також двоє військових. Силовики порушили справу за статтею 
«теракт». 

В місії ОБСЄ заявили, що всі досліджені ними кратери від вибухів 
на місці обстрілу блокпосту під Волновахою, де загинули цивільні, 
спричинені ракетами, випущеними з боку території, захопленої 
бойовиками. 
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бійців. У Києві розпочалася триденна міжнародна 
конференція з тактичної медицини, яку організував 
Світовий конгрес українців. 

Зупинити кровотечу і переконатися, що ніщо не 
заважає дихати. Це ключові елементи порятунку 
поранених на полі бою. Як свідчать дослідження 
армії США, абсолютна більшість смертей, яких 
можна було б уникнути, настає від крововтрати і 
проблем із диханням. A відтак медичний джгут та 
індивідуальна аптечка разом із вмінням ними ко- 
ристуватися здатні врятувати сотні життів. 

Від початку силового протистояння в Україні 
порятунком українських вояків за медичними 
стандартами НАТО опікується Світовий конгрес 
українців. На цю мету діаспора вже зібрала й вида- 
ла | мільйон 300 тисяч доларів приватних пожертв. 
Західні інструктори навчили прийомів домедичної 
допомоги понад 12 тисяч бійців. Однак цього не- 
достатньо: в ATO воює 20 тисяч. 

Інструктор-парамедик Олександр Кулешов із 
Першого добровольчого мобільного шпиталю 
зазначає: «Це базові речі, які повинен знати кожен 
солдат, незважаючи на те, чи він лікар, чи він водій 
автівки або стрілок. Це не важливо. Поранення 
може отримати кожен. Коли падають «гради», коли 
мінометний обстріл, людина повинна знати, що 
робити». 

Аби кожен на фронті точно знав, як рятува- 
ти себе або товариша, Україна має запровади- 
ти стандарт домедичної допомоги. Для цього на 


конференцію в Київ з'їхалися усі зацікавлені осо- 
би: бійці Нацгвардії і добровольчих батальйонів, 
інструктори, урядовці, західні експерти. Як ка- 
жуть знавці, прості рецепти, випробувані в усьому 
світі, дають безпрецедентний ефект. 

Пораду дає полковник Командування сил 
спецоперацій СПА, лікар центру оперативної 
медицини Університету Джорджії Регентс An- 
дре Пеннардт: «Одна з найважливіших наших 
рекомендацій - це в обов'язковому порядку на- 
вчити кожного бійця накладати джгут. Ми бачимо 
це знов і знов, на різних полях битв різних війн — 
що надмірна крововтрата є причиною номер один 
смертей, яких можна було б уникнути. Відтак, 
якщо навчити усіх і кожного українського солдата, 
як правильно і швидко накласти джгут і зупинити 
кровотечу, то це врятує більше життів, ніж будь- 
що інше». 

На це звертає увагу також Денієл Смайлі, за- 
ступник директора Каліфорнійського управління 
екстреної меддопомоги. 

«Найважливіше сьогодні для України - виро- 
бити для себе стандарти тактичної польової ме- 
дицини, врахувавши найкращий світовий досвід, 
- каже він. - Тобто треба, щоб невідкладна допо- 
мога бійцям - зупинка кровотечі, контроль дихан- 
ня, термінова евакуація з поля бою - відбувалися 
в уніфікований, стандартизований спосіб. Зараз 
існує багато різних програм, вони усі роблять ко- 
рисну справу. Але настав час звести ці програми 
до спільного знаменника і діяти як єдина команда, 
що рятує життя». 


Чисельність російської армії й 


foo «/ 


техніки на Донбасі зростає - НАТО 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

Бої в зоні конфлікту в Україні посилилися до 
рівня, що був до укладення угоди про припинення 
вогню, а подекуди вони й потужніші. Так заявля- 
ють воєначальники союзу НАТО, що заверши- 
ли дводенні консультації у форматі Військового 
комітету Північноатлантичного союзу у Брюсселі, 
22 січня. В альянсі зокрема проаналізували нову 
воєнну доктрину Росії та висловили сподівання 
на поновлення контактів із генеральним штабом 
російських збройних сил. 

Ситуація на лінії бойового зіткнення на сході 
України погана, констатує верховний головноко- 
мандувач об'єднаними силами НАТО в Європі ге- 
нерал Філіп Брідлав. 

«Бої інтенсифікувалися. Наразі я не можу 
підтвердити дані президента Петра Порошенка 
(щодо присутності на Донбасі 9 тисяч російських 
військових та численної важкої техніки). Але ми 
бачимо, що підтримувані Росією формування по- 
новили свій військовий потенціал для тиску на 
українську армію», - зазначив Брідлав. 

Представник командування об'єднаними силами 
НАТО в Європі додає, що проросійські сепарати- 
сти «в декількох місцях просунулися далі на захід 
щодо лінії контакту. 

«Наше бачення того, що діється на сході України 
таке: ми починаємо бачити на території України 
ознаки присутності одиниць протиповітряної оборо- 
ни та засобів радіоелектронної боротьби, які раніше 
супроводжували російські війська. Чисельності до- 
даткових російських військ в зоні конфлікту наразі 
ми назвати не маємо змоги», - каже він. 

Водночас за останні дні у союзі НАТО звертають 
увагу на збільшення кількості танків, артилерії та 
іншої важкої військової техніки, яка використовується 


російськими військами на сході України. Голова 
Північноатлантичного альянсу Єнс (Столтенберг 
перед цим вкотре закликав Москву відкликати свої 
воєнні формування й техніку з території України. 
НАТО веде моніторинг російських військ в Україні 
протягом декількох місяців, та останнім часом 
помічає істотне збільшення військової техніки, — 3a- 
уважив Столтенбері. 

Перебуваючи з візитом у Болгарії, він заявив, що 
дії Росії в Україні порушують норми міжнародного 
права, підриваючи основи європейської безпеки. 

Голова Військового комітету НАТО, генерал 
Кнуд Бартелс, зі свого боку, повідомив, що на 
засіданні 21 січня у штаб-квартирі альясну началь- 
ники генеральних штабів країн-союзниць висло- 
вили своє розуміння нової воєнної доктрини Росії, 
та які вона може мати наслідки для НАТО. 

Союз НАТО також має намір відновити контак- 
ти з генеральним штабом збройних сил Росії. 

Верховний  головнокомандувач об'єднаними 
силами НАТО в Європі, генерал Філіп Брідлав 
зазначив у четвер, що намагається зберегти ка- 
нали комунікацій і розмовляв із начальником ге- 
нерального штабу збройних сил Росії, генералом 
Валерієм Герасимовим навіть після вторгнення 
російських військ до Криму. 

За його словами, посадовці НАТО наразі 
вирішують, як «відновити комунікацію». «Це 
факт, що комунікація з військовими чиновниками 
з Росії є важливою», - наголосив Брідлав. 

«НАТО не загрожує Росії. Нашою метою є 
відновлення норм, яких дотримувалися у Європі 
упродовж багатьох років. Ми будемо конструктив- 
но працювати над відновленням тих норм, що ба- 
зуються на повазі до кордонів і суверенітету дер- 
жав», - зазначив Брідлав. 


СБУ поширила контртерористичну 
операцію на Запоріжжя 


(Радіо Свобода) (СБУ поширила контртеро- 
ристичну операцію на територію Запорізької 
області через підрив колії та пошкодження мо- 
сту на перегоні між станціями Комиш-Зоря та 
Розівка Донецької залізниці. Про це йдеться у 
повідомленні Служби безпеки, опублікованому у 
вівторок, 20 січня. 

«Голова СБУ Валентин Наливайченко дав 
відповідні вказівки щодо здійснення в області кон- 
тртерористичних дій. За координацією між РНБО, 
СБУ, МВС, Національної гвардії і Генеральної 
прокуратури здійснюються оперативно-слідчі дії 


з метою розслідування диверсії та затримання її 
виконавців», - мовиться у повідомленні. 

«Диверсійну групу, яка здійснила цей злочин, 
встановлено. Триває операція з затримання або 
знищення диверсантів», - наголошують в СБУ. 

Як повідомляли в «Укрзалізниці», 20 січня на шля- 
ху проходження вантажного потяга стався підрив 
залізничного мостового переходу. У поїзді перевоз- 
ився концентрат зі станції Комиш-Зоря до станції 
Сартана. Машиніст поїзда екстрено загальмував, 
через що сталося сходження з рейок локомотива і 20 
вагонів, Локомотивна бригада не постраждала. 
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L-R: Lenna Koszarny (Head of UCC Ukraine Advisory Council); Emma Turos (Executive Director, ССС); 
Zenon Poticzny (President CUCC); Minister Ed Fast; Roman Sawycky, Roman Tatarsky (Members of UCC 
Ukraine Advisory Council); Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk 


Canada announces additiona 


support for Ukraine 
Progress made in free trade talks 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on 
Jan. 28 announced additional support to further pro- 
mote economic and social stability in Ukraine, whose 
economy continues to face serious challenges, includ- 
ing from the Putin regime’s persistent aggression and 
occupation of Crimea. 

The additional support — in the form of a second low- 
interest loan — aims to help Ukraine’s newly-elected 
government restore macroeconomic stability, promote 
sustainable growth, and support programming consist- 
ent with Canadian development priorities. 

The second loan, which will be delivered by Export 
Development Canada, is part of a broader package of 
additional international assistance for Ukraine, and 
is conditional on the approval of the next review of 
Ukraine’s International Monetary Fund (IMF)-sup- 
ported program. Funds will be disbursed following 
agreement on terms and conditions consistent with 
those of Canada’s first loan. As with any financial sup- 
port provided by Canada, the loan will include neces- 
sary safeguards to ensure accountability and transpar- 
ency with respect to the use of funds. 

Two days earlier Minister of International Trade, Ed 
Fast, announced more than $50 million in additional 
support by Canada to Ukraine during a trade and de- 
velopment mission to Kyiv. 

Fast met with Aivaras Abromavicius, Ukraine’s 
Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Olek- 
siy РаміепКо, Ukraine’s Minister of Agrarian Policy 
and Food, and Natalia Jaresko, Ukraine’s Minister of 
Finance. Fast also met with Canadian and Ukrainian 
business leaders, including members of the Ukraine 
Advisory Council of the UCC. 

Fast announced that the provision of 100 Improved 
First Aid Kits (IFAKs) has been earmarked for fund- 
ing as part of the assistance package announced on 
November 26, 2014 by Minister of National Defence 
Rob Nicholson, to the Ukrainian World Congress’ 
“Patriot Defence” Project, which has trained over 
12,000 Ukrainian soldiers in first aid and distributed 
over 9,500 IFAKs. “The IFAKs Canada is providing 
will help save the lives of brave Ukrainian soldiers.” 
stated Ulana Suprun, Director of Humanitarian Initia- 
tives of the Ukrainian World Congress. 

“The Government of Canada is deeply committed to 
working with the people of Ukraine to help implement 
important economic and democratic reforms, and to 
be strong partners in building peace and prosperity,” 
said Fast. “Canada is supporting efforts to improve the 
business-enabling environment, restore confidence in 
financial institutions and increase the competitive- 
ness of small and medium-sized enterprises, including 
those in the agricultural sector, by diversifying skills 
and increasing access to credit.” 

Fast, with Abromavicius, also announced that Can- 
ada and Ukraine are “actively engaged” in negotia- 


tions to conclude a free trade agreement. “Preparatory 
work is currently underway by our officials for a full 
round of face-to-face negotiations, in Kyiv, in the near 
future. The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
will be an ambitious and comprehensive agreement, 
creating new market opportunities and predictable 
conditions for businesses, strengthening the Canada- 
Ukraine partnership in peace and prosperity,” said 
Fast and Abromavicius in a joint statement. 

“Tt is of great importance that Canada and Ukraine 
are moving towards a free trade agreement,” stated 
Canada Ukraine Chamber of Commerce President 
Zenon Poticzny in welcoming the announcement. “As 
Ukraine faces serious economic challenges, increased 
trade with Canada will not only help stabilize and 
grow Ukraine’s economy, but will be to the benefit of 
both Canada and Ukraine.” 

The support for Ukraine by Canada announced Jan. 
26 includes: 

« $19.7 million to Société de coopération pour le 
développement international (SOCODEVI), а Can- 
adian organization, to promote the growth of small 
and medium-sized dairy businesses in Ukraine, par- 
ticularly those led by women. 

¢ $13.5 million over six years (2013-2018) to a con- 
sortium of SOCODEVI, a Canadian organization, the 
University of Sherbrooke, and the Canadian Co-oper- 
ative Association to address the limitations of small 
and medium-sized grain producers in Ukraine. 

¢ $18.8 million to Agriteam Canada to assist 
Ukraine’s national and sub-national governments to 
develop and implement transitional and long-term 
governance and economic reforms in a more inclu- 
sive and transparent way. The project will deploy 
Canadian technical ‘advisors to share their expertise in 
these areas with Ukrainian officials and citizens. 

« To support Ukraine in economic stabilization and 
reform, Canada is providing up to $100,000 in addi- 
tional support to the Economic Advisory Council, 
a group of leading international economic experts, 
headed by Canadian professor Dr. Basil Kalymon, of 
the University of Western Ontario. 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity, I thank the Government of Canada for the eco- 
nomic and development assistance announced today 
for Ukraine. Canada has been a world leader in sup- 
porting Ukraine as it faces invasion by the Russian 
Federation,” stated Paul Grod, National President of 
the UCC. “The economic and development aid, as 
well as expert advice that Canada is providing will 
help Ukraine’s fragile economy. As Russia wages a 
brutal war on Ukraine, Canada continues to show that 
its commitment to helping the Ukrainian people de- 
fend their independence and freedom will not waver,” 
stated Lenna Koszamy, Chair of the UCC Ukraine 
Advisory Council. 


Liberals urge 
expanded sanctions 


(UkrNews)—The Liberal Party of Canada is urging the Government of 
Canada to expand its sanctions against Russia in the wake of the deterior- 
ating situation in eastern Ukraine. 

“Russian-armed and Russian-led forces have clearly broken the cease- 
fire in Eastern Ukraine with their assault on the city of Mariupol. That 
they have done so with the support and encouragement of Russia is un- 
deniable, as President Putin continues to ride roughshod over Ukraine’s 
sovereignty,” said Deputy Leader Ralph Goodale, Foreign A ffairs Critic 
Sens Garneau, and М.Р. Chrystia Freeland in a joint statement issued Jan. 

28. 

“We must continue to send strong signals that this ongoing aggression 
and reckless disregard for the sovereignty of Ukraine will have further, 
serious economic consequences. 

“Specifically, we urge the Government of Canada to expand sanctions 
by adding the following two, influential businessmen to its list of sanc- 
tioned Russians: Igor Sechin, Chair of Rosneft, and Sergey Chemezov, 
CEO of Rostec. Both are very close to President Putin and have been 
sanctioned by the United States; Canada should follow suit immediately. 

“The Canadian government should also explore. with its allies, the 
feasibility of cutting off certain Russian banks from the SWIFT (Society 
for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication) network. і 

“As we have urged in the past, Canada should provide armoured 
vehicles to OSCE monitors currently tasked with the dangerous job of 
observing the now broken ceasefire in Eastern Ukraine. This will ensure 
that monitors are better able to do their job with less risk to their own 
safety. 

“While free trade negotiations are ongoing, Canada should immediate- 
ly lift all trade barriers for Ukrainian businesses, as the European Union 
has done through to the end of 2015. 

“As part of our country’s ongoing, long-term support to Ukraine, Can- 
ada should also assist the government of Ukraine in building and reinfor- 
cing the essential institutions of democracy that will place the country on 
a solid foundation. 

“The Government of Canada should call for an urgent meeting of its 
NATO allies to decide whether new steps must be taken fin view of escal- 
ating Russian aggression in Ukraine,” they concluded. 


2015 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 


May 1 June 12 August 7 September 18 


Vancouver/Victoria $5625. 
Saskatoon/Regina $5425. 


Edmonton/Calgary $5525. 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5325. Toronto $5225. 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy; add $400.) 
Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 email: 


Full information with photos: 


Funeral Home, Crematori 
and Reception Centre 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family | 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 
When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
» Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


@ Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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Sar | Lamont | 


“Owned and operated by the 
Smolyk family since 1941 
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Війна Росії проти України 
єднає українців світу 


Ростислав Хотин Радіо Свобода 

У щонайменше 15 країнах світу відбулися акції 
солідарності з Україною. Українці та громадяни 
багатьох країн солідаризувалися через загибель 12 
людей під Волновахою на Донеччині від ракети, 
випущеної сепаратистами з «Граду». Акції зі 
вшанування пам'яті загиблих та на підтримку миру 
відбулись на кількох континентах, а організатори 
кажуть, що війна в Україні згуртовує діаспору i 
зближує її з Україною. 

Разом із Маршем миру в Києві та інших великих 
містах України акції підтримки України відбулися, 
зокрема, у США, Великій Британії, Франції, 
Німеччині, Італії, Нідерландах, Австрії, Грландії, 
Японії, Аргетині, Португалії, Чехії, Польщі та 
Росії - у півтора десятках країн і кількох десятках 
міст, розкиданих на різних континентах. 

У Лондоні акція відбулась біля посольства Росії 
і активісти організації «Євромайдан-Лондон» 
скандували гасло: «Росія, прибирайся з України!» 

Британські | українці | вшанували пам'ять 
загиблих під Волновахою, а також усіх жертв 
конфлікту на Сході України, вимагали визнати 
угруповання «ДНР» i «ЛНР» терористичними 
організаціями, а Росію - країною, яка спонсорує 
тероризм. 

«Це підтримка українців, які проживають в 
Україні й по цілому світу, і демонстрація того, 
що люди за кордоном завжди залишаються 
українцями i в будь-яку хвилину готові прийти на 
допомогу», - каже одна з активістів лондонського 
Євромайдану Надія Пилипчук. 

«Також протести важливі поширенням - я 
б He сказала пропагандистської, а правдивої 
інформації, тому що під час протестів підходять 
дуже багато англійців, звичайних перехожих - 
вони бачать нас, вони підтримують нас. I came 
від нас вони можуть дізнатися про нові деталі, 
про події в Україні. I в такий спосіб ми можемо 


залучити більшу кількість людей на підтримку 
України», - зауважила Пилипчук в інтерв'ю Радіо 
Свобода. 

У Парижі місцеві українці співали гімн України 
i скандували французькою «Донбас - це Україна!» 

У Вашингтоні акція відбулася біля Білого Дому, 
1 представники української громади вимагали від 
американської адміністрації ухвалити жорсткіші 
санкції проти Росії за її дії щодо України. У Відні на 
акції солідарності з Україною було зібрано понад 
700 євро, на які буде придбане радіообладнання 
для українських вояків у зоні АТО. 

У Чехії активісти організації «Прага-Майдан» 
провели акцію солідарності з Україною на 
Староместській площі в самому серці Праги, за- 
вершивши її гімном України. 

«Ми в жалобі за загиблими мирними громадя- 
нами України, які загинули під Волновахою від дій 
терористів. Вони хотіли жити під мирним небом 
на своїй землі у своїй країні. Вчинили цей злочин 
терористи», - сказав у виступі посол України у 
Чеській республіці Борис Зайчук. 

На акції в Афінах було записане відеозвернення, 
в якому діти з недільної школи різними мовами го- 
ворять: «Я - Волноваха». 

Українські активісти кажуть, що події в Україні 
зближують їх із Батьківщиною, а також і згур- 
товують українські громади, адже в акціях бе- 
руть участь як представники старих організацій 
діаспори, так і молоді українці, які приїхали нещо- 
давно і внесли свіжу енергію в життя українських 
громад у різних країнах світу. 

«Ми прекрасно розуміємо, що лише разом 
- досвідом старшого покоління діаспорян і 
ентузіазмом молодих українців з новою енергією 
лише у поєднанні - ми можемо щось зробити, 
щоб змінити ситуацію в Україні, і щоб допомог- 
ти нашій країні і нашим співвітчизникам», — каже 
Пилипчук. 


Четверта хвиля мобілізації: 


Навчатимуть краще 1 довше 


Михайло Штекель, Радіо Свобода 

20 січня в Україні розпочалася чергова - вже чет- 
верта - черга мобілізації. За планами Міністерства 
оборони, мобілізовані українці навчатимуться 
26 днів, після чого їх розподілять по військових 
частинах для виконання бойових завдань. У 
тому числі в зоні проведення антитерористичної 
операції. 

Як розповів Радіо Свобода голова Київського 
міського військкомату Володимир Кидонь, наразі 
повістки отримали вже понад тисячу киян. 
Мобілізувати будуть насамперед тих, хто вже має 
бойовий досвід та військову спеціальність. Вони 
служитимуть, поки президент не підпише наказу 
про демобілізацію - визначеного терміну служби 
немає. 

«Набагато цікавіші нам ті громадяни, які про- 
ходили службу, мають військово-облікові квитки, 
перебувають на обліку у військових комісаріатах. 
Забуто є щось, але вже є навики, які неможливо 
повністю забути, їх треба просто відновити», - на- 
голосив військовий комісар. 

Комісар визнав помилки попередньої мобілізації 
та закликав посилити відповідальність за ухилен- 
ня від мобілізації. За його словами, минулого року 
київські військкомати передали в міліцію та про- 
куратуру документи про сотні ухильників, але 
жодного судового рішення так і не було. Щодо на- 
вчання мобілізованих, воно переходить на інший 
рівень - готувати бійців будуть ветерани, зазначає 
полковник Кидонь. 

«Керівництвом Збройних сил, Міністерством 
оборони визначено, що найдосвідчених, які вже 
мають досвід бойових дій, які пройшли АТО, які 
отримали поранення чи контузії, направити до на- 
вчальних центрів для того, щоби люди надавали 
практичне навчання для військовозобов'язаних, 
яких призвали за мобілізацією», - повідомив пол- 
ковник. 

Минулого року підготовка мобілізованих зали- 
шалася доволі великою проблемою. Як розповів 
Радіо Свобода боєць 42-го окремого мотопіхотного 
батальйону Дмитро, мобілізованих з першої чер- 


ги нічому не навчали, але тримати оборону в них 
вдається. 

«Першу хвилю нічому не навчали. Перша хвиля 
мала просто стримувати те, що відбувалося. Вчи- 
лися самі в себе. Я сподіваюсь, що до четвертої 
хвилі хлопців хоча б півтора-два місяці навчати- 
муть на нашому досвіді», — говорить він. 

За словами Дмитра, навчатись військовій справі 
не так і важко - зробити піхотинця можна за два 
тижні. «Це ж не на комп'ютері малювати», - 
жартує солдат. 

На проблемі недостатньої підготовки наголошу- 
вав i командир полку спецпризначення «Дніпро- 1», 
майор Юрій Береза. Протягом минулого року він 
не побачив, щоб військовослужбовців почали кра- 
ще готувати. Він також наголосив, що Міноборони 
мало б відзначати тих мобілізованих, які проявили 
себе на полі бою та робити з них офіцерів. 

«Немає значення, контрактний чи мобілізований. 
Це люди, які зарекомендували себе на передовій. 
Це люди, які в складні часи, наприклад, командир 
роти відмовився командувати, а командування 
бере на себе рядовий чи сержант. Він достойний 
бути офіцером», заявив майор MBC. 

Краще готують деяких бійців добровольчих 
батальйонів. Зокрема наприкінці минулого року 
60 бійців батальйону «Донбас» пройшли школу 
американських сержантів. За словами одного з 
них, за позивним Тархан, навчання було комплек- 
CHUM - і стрілецька зброя, і тактичні заняття, і ке- 
рування бронетехнікою. 

«За півтора місяці це достатньо важко опанува- 
ти, але основи отримали, розуміння того, що ми 
робимо - в нас є», - наголосив боєць. 

Тархан брав участь у бойових діях від самого 
початку літа, був поранений в Іловайську. Він та- 
кож розповів Радіо Свобода, що у порівнянні з на- 
вчанням у Нацгвардії школа сержантів була більш 
ретельною та спрямованою на результат. 

Відпускати додому мобілізованих із перших 
черг керівництво армії обіцяє поступово - 3 
березня по травень. До цього часу їм повинні 
підготувати заміну. 
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New Greek government has 
deep ties with Russian fascists 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—Europe-watchers understood immedi- 
ately that the new leftist Syriza-led government in 
Greece could shatter the European Union’s fragile 
solidarity condemning Russian aggression in Ukraine. 

But recently leaked e-mails are revealing some of 
the extent and duration of Syriza’s ties with Kremlin- 
connected Eurasianist ideologue Aleksandr Dugin 
and Russian oligarch Konstantin Malofeyev, who is 
believed to have bankrolled much of the separatist 
movement in Ukraine. 

Anton Shekhovtsov, a researcher who studies far- 
right politics in Europe, says that sympathy for Russia 
by Syriza and its coalition partner, the right-wing In- 
dependent Greeks party, goes far beyond the norm for 
Greece. 

“Pro-Russian sentiment is quite widespread in 
Greece overall,” Shekhovtsov says. “But these two 
parties — their foreign policy is overtly, openly pro- 
Russia. And the fact that the new government’s prime 
minister, Alexis Tsipras, his first contacts were with 
the ambassador of Russia in Greece, that means prob- 
ably they will be trying to establish more significant 
cooperation with Russia.” 

In December 2014, a Russian hacker group named 
Shaltai Boltai released a trove of e-mails taken from 
Georgy Gavrish, a close friend of Dugin’s and an of- 
ficial in Dugin’s Eurasia movement. Many of the e- 
mails relate to efforts by Dugin and Malofeyev to cre- 
ate a circle of European politicians and intellectuals 
sympathetic to Russia. 

Several dozen of the e-mails reveal conversations 
between Gavrish and people inside Syriza, says Chris- 
to Grozev, a media investor and blogger specializing 
in information issues in eastern Europe. 

The messages show “very close cooperation on 
strategy, on PR, and so on,” Grozev says. He says that 
Syriza consultants would send “strategic memoranda” 
on party positions and policies to Dugin and Gavrish 
for their comments and suggestions. 

Gavrish lived in Greece for several years until about 
2013. “Over those five years, he [Gavrish] served, ap- 
parently, as a proxy for Dugin to find like-minded or 
susceptible politicians and public figures in Greece to 
engage with Dugin’s ideology of Eurasianism versus 
Atlanticism,” Grozev says. 

One of the people involved in the exchanges is 
Nicolas Laos, a Greek intellectual and Syriza adviser 
with business ties to Russia. He is a partner of the Rus- 
sian corporate-security firm R-Tekhno. 

In one leaked e-mail, Laos writes to Dugin, “I know 
very well how the enemy works, and, under your pa- 
tronage, I can strike back effectively and hard.” 

Another message apparently refers to Panos Kam- 
menos, head of the Independent Greeks party and now 
Greece’s new defense minister. The October 25, 2014, 
message — written by influential blogger Dimitris 
Konstantakopoulos, who was apparently doing strat- 
egy consultation for Syriza — discusses the Athens- 
based Institute of Geopolitical Studies, which Kam- 
menos founded with his friend, University of Thrace 
professor Filippos Tsalidis. 

“Panos appeared almost one month ago full of ‘en- 
thusiasm,’ asking for regular cooperation. And then he 
went to Moscow for personal reasons, as he told us 
(for a friend’s wedding) and then disappeared from the 
face of the Earth in a quite impressive manner. I am 
very curious if I will ever know what reasons he will 
give for disappearing,” the message says. 

One month after the message was written, Kam- 
menos’s institute signed a “memorandum of under- 
standing” with the influential Russian Institute for 
Strategic Studies (RISI). RISI was part of Russia’s 
Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) until it was 
brought under the office of the Russian president in 


2009. Its director, Leonid Reshetnikoy, is a retired 
SVR lieutenant general. 

Dugin is also tied to Greece’s new foreign min- 
ister, Nikos Kotzias. In April 2013, Kotzias — then 
a professor at the University of Piraeus — invited 
Dugin to give a lecture on International Politics and 
the Eurasianist Vision. During that lecture, Dugin said 
that Greece should not join the Russia-led Eurasian 
Union, but instead should play a role “‘in the recrea- 
tion of the architecture of Europe” and form ап “‘east- 
ern pole of European identity” within the EU together 
with Serbia and others. 

Dugin has been engaged in such activity across 
Europe for many years, says Andreas Umland, a pro- 
fessor at Kyiv’s Mohyla Academy. “He is closely con- 
nected already for more than 20 years with a whole 
variety of right-wing intellectuals in France, Italy, 
Belgium, Great Britain,” Umland says. “He is read- 
ing them and they read him. Some of his books have 
been translated. It is not a very public sort of activity 
because it is more in the realm of publishing, pseudo- 
academia, intellectual circles, and elite discourse.” 

Those efforts gained fairly little traction until Dugin 
joined forces with billionaire Konstantin Malofeyev, a 
conservative Russian Orthodox nationalist. On Febru- 
ary 20, 2014, Dugin wrote Malofeyev a memo identi- 
fying key potential partners in Western Europe. 

Grozev says Dugin encouraged Malofeyev to “en- 
gage with” these figures “in order to create an “elite 
club’ of politicians, as [Dugin] calls it, supporting the 
Russian line.” 

At the end of May 2014, Dugin and Malofeyev 
hosted representatives of these movements — includ- 
ing Syriza — at a secret conference in Vienna, accord- 
ing to media reports. 

At that meeting, researcher Shekhovtsov says, 
Dugin and Malofeyev “met with representatives of 
the Austrian Freedom Party, of Bulgarian Ataka, of 
the French Front Nationale. All of these are far-right 
parties.” 

“So they have been trying to get — already togeth- 
er, not Dugin alone — to build those links in order to 
promote Russian foreign policy,” he adds. 

Grozev stresses that there are no direct references 
to Dugin or Malofeyev providing funding or material 
support to Syriza or any of the other parties. However, 
he notes that Dugin and Gavrish often include people 
close to Malofeyev in the recipient lists of their e- 
mails. 

One of the Malofeyev associates whose name ap- 
pears most frequently is Aleksei Komov, an Orthodox 
businessman who is the Russian representative on the 
conservative World Congress of Families. In Febru- 
ary 2014, Komov gave a speech at the National Press 
Club in Washington at which he blamed “Wall Street 
bankers” for imposing communism on Russia. 

Grozev says that he has been surprised by the ex- 
tent of the “mysticism” he sees in the correspondence 
between the Greeks and Dugin’s people. Nicolas Laos 
and Gavrish, particularly, are constantly talking about 
alleged Freemasons “within the Greek political en- 
vironment who are, by definition, according to them, 
the biggest enemies of the Russian line.” 

The details of the ideology are confused and con- 
tradictory. Umland describes Dugin’s vision as "а rad- 
ical form of anti-Westernism” that ultimately comes 
down to “a fascist program.” 

“He is a fascist,” Umland says of Dugin. “He pro- 
motes an ideology that comes down to a rebirth of the 
Russian nation as a new Eurasian nation and a total re- 
structuring both of world politics and Russian domes- 
tic politics. He has praised the SS in the past. He has 
made ambivalent statements about the Third Reich, 
Italian fascism, German Nazism. He sees himself also 
in a fascist tradition.” 


Greeks sabotage EU sanctions 
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the proposed new sanctions at a planned February 12 
summit in Brussels. 

Two EU diplomats also told RFE/RL that officials in 
Brussels are giving “serious consideration” to adding 
the self-styled “people’s republics” of Donetsk and 
Luhansk to an EU list of terrorist organizations, though 
such a designation could be set aside in order to bring 
these separatist groups to the negotiating table. 

The leaked draft statement of the January 29 meeting 
of th@EU foreign ministers also condemned a January 
26 raid by Russian authorities on the headquarters of 
ATR, the only television channel broadcasting in the 
Crimean Tatar language on the annexed Black Sea 


peninsula. 

Activists, community leaders, and rights groups say 
Crimean Tatars have faced discrimination, pressure, 
and abuse for their opposition to Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea from Ukraine last March. 

The leaked document calls the raid “the most recent 
act of persecution and intimidation of the Crimean 
Tatar community and another attempt to limit freedom 
of expression and media on the peninsula.” 

It also urges the Ukrainian government to 
“accelerate the implementation of political and 
economic reforms” and “expresses grave concern 
about the deteriorating humanitarian situation” in the 
conflict-torn areas of eastern Ukraine. 


Rebels claim 
fresh advances in 
eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine claim they have 
nearly encircled government forces in a strategic town. 

Jan. 29 Eduard Basurin, a rebel military leader, said the highway link- 
ing the town of Debaltseve to other government-held areas had fallen into 
rebel hands. 

Ukrainian military spokesman Andriy Lysenko confirmed Debaltseve 
is surrounded on two flanks and is being heavily targeted with Grad mul- 
tiple-rocket launchers. 

Other officials denied government forces were close to surrendering 
and said separatist claims were exaggerated. 

Debaltseve, which straddles a key road junction between the rebel-held 
provincial capitals of Donetsk and Luhansk, is one of several sites of 
fighting that has intensified in recent weeks in what the White House has 
described as a “Russian-backed offensive” by the separatists. 

Kyiv and the West says rebel attacks violate a cease-fire deal signed in 
September in the Belarusian capital, Minsk, and decrease the chances of 
ending a conflict that has killed more than 5,000 people since April. 

Basurin said the terms of the Minsk agreement are no longer in force. 

The offensive targeting Debaltseve came after a senior separatist leader 
said on January 23 that the rebels would seek to seize more ground in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions and rocket attacks from rebel-held territory 
killed at least 30 people in the strategic port city of Mariupol on January 
24. 

EU foreign ministers met in Brussels on January 29 to discuss whether 
to extend current sanctions against Russia for its actions in Ukraine and 
whether to approve more such punitive measures in light of the flare-up 
in fighting. 

Polish Foreign Minister Grzegorz Schetyna told state broadcaster TVP 
Info on January 29 that “there should be further” sanctions against Rus- 
sia. 

“Russia has to draw conclusions. It has to realize that it faces the united, 
unanimous stance of the whole world,” he said. 

However, diplomats told RFE/RL that Greek objections had blocked 
consensus at a preparatory meeting on January 28, and ambassadors will 
gather again before the foreign ministers’ meeting to try to hammer out 
agreement. 

Kyiv and NATO say Russia has sent weapons and troops to help the 
rebels, who control large parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

Western analysts believe that at a minimum, Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin plans to use influence on the rebels-held areas to destabilize 
Ulaine and undermine its pro-Western government for years to come. 

There are also fears the separatists could try to take Mariupol, drive 
further west, and create a “land bridge” linking Russia with the Crimean 
Peninsula, which Moscow illegally annexed from Ukraine in March, 

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden said Russia must face increasing penal- 
ties unless it changes course on Ukraine. 

Biden spoke by phone with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko on 
January 28. 

Biden says Russia is blatantly disregarding its obligations under the 
Minsk agreement. 

The White House said Biden and Poroshenko also discussed how the 
separatists’ actions are taking a heavy toll on Ukraine’s civilian popula- 
tion. 

The ongoing unrest has dealt a serious blow to Ukraine’s economy as a 
whole. 

In Kyiv, Ukrainian Finance Minister Natalie Yaresko said the United 
States has provided Ukraine with $2 billion in loan guarantees and is 
promising a further $1 billion following the implementation of reforms. 

Yaresko made the announcement after meeting on January 28 in Kyiv 
with U.S. Treasury Secretary Jack Lew, who commended what he called 
Ukraine’s commitment to taking “difficult steps to unleash Ukraine’s 
economic potential.” 

“The loan guarantees are provided so Ukraine could handle its social 
spending and protect those who will suffer from the negative impact that 
the reforms might have,” Lew said. і 

Ukraine President Petro Poroshenko has said Ukraine will need 515 
billion worth of international assistance over the coming two years. 


PACE again suspends Russia 


(RFE/RL)—The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PAGE) has decided again to strip Russia of the right to vote or take part 
in the assembly’s governing bodies until April 2015. 

In announcing its decision on January 28, PACE condemned Russia’s 
“illegal annexation of Crimea” in March 2014. 

The PACE statement also condemned Russia’s role in “instigating 
and escalating developments in Ukraine, including with arms supplies 
to insurgent forces and covert military action by Russian troops inside 
eastern Ukraine.” 

After the decision, the head of Russia’s delegation to PACE, Aleksei 
Pushkoy, said his country will suspend until the end of 2015 its 
participation in the pan-European body dedicated to upholding human 
rights, democracy, and the rule of law. 

PACE first suspended Russia in April 2014. 
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A choice between 
darkness and light 


In recent weeks there has been an upsurge in Vladimir Putin’s assault 
against the people of Ukraine. 

Terrorist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko, the self-styled president of 
the self-proclaimed People’s Republic of Donetsk, has stated his forces 
intend to advance to the very borders of Donetsk oblast in violation of the 
September ceasefire agreement. 

A January 22 mortar attack on a bus in Donetsk claimed 13 lives and 
injured 20. No Ukrainian forces were within mortar range at the time. 
The suspicion is that the Russians carried out these attacks in order to 
place the blame on Ukrainian troops, much the same as, in 2000, Putin 
organized apartment bombings in Moscow in order to lay blame on the 
Chechens so he could renew the war. This proved to be a critical factor in 
his rise in popularity and subsequent election. 

Then, on January 24, Russians fired Grad rockets on the port city of 
Mariupol, killing 30 and injuring another 97. 

Throughout all of this, the West has been vocal in its denunciations, 
but has not moved with any action forceful enough to deter Putin’s on- 
slaught. 

U.S. President Barack Obama declared he would “look at all additional 
options that are available to us,” foolishly adding “short of military con- 
frontation”, which, of course leaves Mad Vlad gloating in delight. 

He has yet to provide Ukraine with the lethal defensive weapons it 
needs to stand a fighting chance against Putin’s war machine despite the 
fact such measures have not only been included in a resolution passed 
unanimously by Congress, but also called for by his own former Sec- 
retary of State Hillary Clinton and former Democratic President Jimmy 
Carter’s National Security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. 

The European Union, meanwhile finds its consensus on sanctions 
threatened by the emergence of a far-left, far-right alliance in its biggest 
basket case — Greece — which not only has a slew of ex-Communists in 
its new cabinet, but also has ties with Kremlin-connected Russian fascist 
Aleksandr Dugin and Russian oligarch Konstantin Malofeyev, who has 
bankrolled much of the terrorist movement in Ukraine. 

Right now two of the most critical levers the West has (short, of course 
of the military intervention which has been categorically ruled out) are 
the provision of effective weaponry to Ukraine’s embattled forces and 
tightening the economic screws on Russia to such a degree that the people 
finally come to their senses and realize that Putin’s neo-imperialist fanta- 
sies are destroying their country and their lives. 

The third most effective lever is supporting Ukraine itself and its 
people’s desire to become a functioning democratic European state. 

The country is in a massive financial crisis and needs assistance on a 
level similar to the 1948 U. S. Marshall plan which allowed a war-torn 
Western Europe recover from the ravages of that conflict and evolve into 
the society it is today by providing $160 billion in today’s values. 

In a January 27 article in the New York Times, Bernard-Henri Lévy 
and George Soros stated the following: 

“Tt is not only the future of Ukraine that’s at stake, but that of the Euro- 
pean Union itself. The loss of Ukraine would be an enormous blow; it 
would empower a Russian alternative to the European Union based on 
the rule of force rather than the rule of law. But if Europe delivered the 
financial assistance that Ukraine needs, Mr. Putin would eventually be 
forced to abandon his aggression.” 

That, in a nutshell, sums up the choice western democracies faces to- 
day. It is a choice between dictatorship and democracy. Between war and 
peace. Between darkness and light. 
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Save the new Ukraine 


By Bernard-Henri Lévy And George Soros, New 
York Times, Jan. 27, 2015 

A NEW Ukraine was born a year ago in the pro-Euro- 
pean protests that helped to drive President Viktor F. 
Yanukovych from power. And today, the spirit that in- 
spired hundreds of thousands to gather in the Maidan, 
Kyiv’s Independence Square, is stronger than ever, even 
as it is under direct military assault from Russian forces 
supporting separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

The new Ukraine seeks to become the opposite of 
the old Ukraine, which was demoralized and riddled 
with corruption. The transformation has been a rare 
experiment in participatory democracy; a noble adven- 
ture of a people who have rallied to open their nation 
to modernity, democracy and Europe. And this is just 
the beginning. 

This experiment is remarkable for finding expres- 
sion not only in defending Ukraine’s territorial integ- 
rity from the separatists, but also in constructive work. 
Maidan’s supporters have moved from opposition to 
nation building. 

Many of those in government and Parliament are 
volunteers who have given up well-paying jobs to 
serve their country. Natalie Jaresko, a former invest- 
ment banker, now works for a few hundred dollars 
a month as the new finance minister. Volunteers are 
helping Ukraine’s one million internally displaced 
people as well as working as advisers to ministers and 
in local government. 

The new Ukraine, however, faces a potent challenge 
from the old Ukraine. The old Ukraine is solidly en- 
trenched in a state bureaucracy that has worked hand 
in hand with a business oligarchy. And the reformers 
are also up against the manifest hostility of Russia’s 
president, Vladimir У. Putin,-who wants at all costs to 
destabilize Ukraine. 

One drawback is that the new Ukraine is a well- 
kept secret, not just from the rest of the world but also 
from the Ukrainian public. Radical reforms have been 
hatched but not yet implemented. 

It is instructive to compare Ukraine today with 
Georgia in 2004. When he became president that year, 
Mikheil Saakashvili immediately replaced the hated 
traffic police and removed the roadblocks used to ex- 
tort bribes from drivers. The public recognized straight 
away that things had changed for the better. 

Unfortunately, Ukraine has not yet found a similar 
demonstration project. Kyiv’s police force is to be re- 
structured, but if you need a driver’s license, you must 
still pay the same bribe as before. 

Mr. Saakashvili was a revolutionary leader who first 
stamped out corruption but eventually turned it into a 
State monopoly. By contrast, Ukraine is a participatory 


democracy that does not rely ona single leader but on 
checks and balances. Democracies move slowly, but 
that may prove an advantage in the long run. 

The big question is, will there be a long run? Al- 
though Russia is in a deepening financial crisis, Mr. Pu- 
tin appears to have decided that he can destroy the new 
Ukraine before it can fully establish itself and before an 
economic downturn destroys his own popularity. 

The Russian president is stepping up the military 
and financial pressure on Ukraine. Over the weekend, 
the city of Mariupol came under attack from forces 
that NATO said were backed by Russian troops, 
undermining the pretense that the separatists are act- 
ing on their own. 

Ukraine will defend itself militarily, but it urgently 
needs financial assistance. The immediate need is for 
$15 billion. But to ensure Ukraine’s survival and en- 
courage private investment, Western powers need to 
make a political commitment to provide additional 
sums, depending on the extent of the Russian assault 
and the success of Ukraine’s reforms. 

The reformers, who want to avoid the leakages that 
were characteristic of the old Ukraine, have expressed 
their wish to be held accountable for all expenditures. 
They are passing extensive legislation but also want 
the International Monetary Fund to go on exercising 
oversight. 

Unfortunately, just as democracies are slow to 
move, an association of democracies like the Euro- 
pean Union is even slower. Mr. Putin is exploiting 
this. 

Itis not only the future of Ukraine that’s at stake, but 
that of the European Union itself. The loss of Ukraine 
would be an enormous blow; it would empower a Rus- 
sian alternative to the European Union based on the 
rule of force rather than the rule of law. But if Europe 
delivered the financial assistance that Ukraine needs, 
Mr. Putin would eventually be forced to abandon his 
aggression. At the moment, he can argue that Russia’s 
economic troubles are caused by Western hostility, 
and the Russian public finds his argument convincing. 

If, however, Europe is generous with its financial 
assistance, a stable and prosperous Ukraine will pro- 
vide an example that makes clear that the blame for 
Russia’s financial troubles lies with Mr. Putin. The 
Russian public might then force him to emulate the 
new Ukraine. Europe’s reward would be a new Rus- 
sia that has turned from a potent strategic threat into a 
potential strategic partner. Those are the stakes. 
Bernard-Henri Lévy, a philosopher, is the author of 
“Left in Dark Times: A Stand Against the New Bar- 
barism.” George Soros, an investor and philanthrop- 
ist, is the chairman of the Open Society Foundations. 


Putin’s populist bluster belies 
the loneliness of the cynic 


By Chrystia Freeland, 
Financial Times, December 28, 2014 

In our sanitised, public relations-conscious age, 
Vladimir Putin’s chauvinistic bluster has been bizarre- 
ly compelling. For a while, that unaccustomed spec- 
tacle concealed the profound brittleness of his regime, 
at least from some. Now the cracks are showing. The 
immediate causes are western sanctions and the lower 
price of oil but Russia’s fragility runs much deeper. 

Mr Putin came to power on the strength of a prom- 
ise: that it was possible to rule like Joseph Stalin but 
live like Roman Abramovich. 

The arrangement suited almost everyone. Mr Putin 
and his KGB cronies were able to rebuild a softer ver- 
sion of the authoritarianism they had yearned for since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia’s economic 
elites — Mr Putin’s coterie from the “power minis- 
tries” in Moscow and the oligarchs of the Boris Yeltsin 
era who were smart enough to play along — enjoyed 
vast wealth. Thanks to rising commodity prices, Rus- 
sia’s urban middle class became richer, too. 

Eyen the liberal intelligentsia, the only group that 
was openly disgruntled with its lot, could avail itself 
of a safety valve. In clever contrast with the Soviet 
Union, Mr Putin’s managed democracy kept its bor- 
ders open, allowing potential dissidents to find homes 
in more congenial places. 

Hawks who compare the west’s current stand-off to 
the cold war and Mr Putin’s Russia to Stalin’s Soviet 
Union miss the essentially cynical nature of the regime. 

Mr Putin is an authoritarian ruler, to be sure, but he 
reigns without a governing ideology or an organised 
revolutionary party. His invocations of Russian na- 
tionalism have a certain rhetorical flair but they are 


merely the populist packaging for a system that Mikh- 
ail Kasyanov, Mr Putin’s first prime minister and now 
one of his opponents, described as “capitalism for 
friends”. 

For almost a decade and a half capitalism for friends 
worked pretty well. So much so, in fact, that even 
many Russians were deceived. As a Moscow think- 
tanker who is one of Mr Putin’s most effective apolo- 
gists in the west explained in the spring: we are rich 
now, we wear Italian suits and Swiss watches, so we 
no longer have an inferiority complex when it comes 
to the west. 

That calculation ignored the economic fragility at 
the heart of Mr Putin’s authoritarianism-lite. The com- 
rades of yore were not as well dressed as Mr Putin’s 
pals, but they built a system which, for all its pervers- 
ities, was largely self-sufficient. 

Mr Putin’s crony capitalists, by contrast, did get 
rich, but they did so by looting Russia’s natural re- 
sources and borrowing against that booty with the 
help of accommodating western bankers. The double 
shock of western sanctions and a lower oil price has 
brought that arrangement to a halt. The greatest dam- 
age is internal. Russia’s kleptocrats and its upper 
middle class prospered during the Putin era, and most 
of these beneficiaries did not think too hard about the 
sources of their wealth. 

It has now become clear to all of them how tenuous 
its foundations have always been. Mr Putin’s nation- 
alist bluster is no consolation at all for these Russians 
who, over the past two decades, had come to take a 
rising standard of living and integration into the west 
for granted. The rouble crashed so precipitously in 
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Ukrainians forgottenheroesofAuschwitz 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 
Winnipeg Free Press, January 28, 2015 

Tuesday marked the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz. Tanks of the First Ukrainian Front broke 
through the enclosures 70 years ago. 

Twenty-year-old ог Pobirchenko was the first to 
confront the unimaginable horror perpetrated by the 
Nazis. Atop a tank, he saw people hanging from the 
barbed-wire enclosure. They were alive, but barely; 
the fence was not electrified. The tanks rolled in. 

Recently, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
lashed into his Polish counterpart, Grzegorz Schetyna, 
for daring to dispel the popular Second World War myth 
that Russians alone liberated Auschwitz, Warsaw and 
Berlin. It is still Russia’s practice to credit itself with 
Soviet achievement, denying the role of some 100 mil- 
lion non-Russians of the former USSR. This is in evi- 
dence today as Putin wages spiteful wars with neigh- 
bours in a manner reminiscent of Soviet times. 

My father spent nearly two years in Auschwitz for 
opposing the German Reich’s occupation of Ukraine. 
More than a million Ukrainians were incarcerated 
there. I was brought up on his stories about those his- 
toric times. 

He avoided the Gestapo for over a year, hiding, 
among other places, in the Redemptorist seminary 
where he had studied. This bit of family history was 
revealed by fellow seminarian, the Metropolitan of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Canada, at father’s fu- 
neral. 

When the Gestapo police finally branded him with a 
concentration number in Auschwitz, he had to endure 
the “welcome” line. It comprised running the gaunt- 
let with hundreds of katsetnyky, or prisoners, as they 
were beaten with batons. This experience was shared 
by other katsetnyky who came to live in Winnipeg, 
including Dr. Michael Marunchak, Rev. Semen Izyk, 
Petro Petelytsky, Theodor Chimko. Some had health 
issues for life. 

Anyone who fell was dragged off and punished; 
anyone who abstained got the same. Fear and terror 
ruled. The camp’s commandant had decreed: You are 
nothing; І am the law. Too often, those who were un- 
able to deal with the sadism any longer sought a quick, 
merciful end on the electrified enclosures. My father 
lost many friends in the mills of death, as the concen- 


tration camps were called. 
He survived, living for nearly 50 years in Winnipeg, 
devoting his life to crossing Canada in the interest of 


his community. 

Newspapers, churches, credit unions, children’s 
summer camps and the now $30 million Taras Shey- 
chenko Foundation attest to some of his achievements. 
He was particularly proud of the creation of the World 
League of Ukrainian Political Prisoners that battled 
international bureaucracy for the right to state that 
some million Ukrainians who lived under Polish or 
Soviet rule had been incarcerated in the Nazi camps. 
He knew Canada from coast to coast, and loved it for 
its peace and security, the rule of law, even-handed 
politics and the helpful decency of a policeman. He 
hoped Ukraine would “one day be more like Canada.” 

Had he lived, today’s terror in Ukraine would be 
seen as a potential repeat of history. 

He would equate Putin’s determination to subju- 
gate Ukraine to what happened before and after the 
Second World War with Germany and with Russia, 
Father would be proud, so proud, of the courageous 
stand of the volunteer battalions holding the front. “I 
told you,” I can hear him say, “Ukrainians will never 
give up fighting for their country.” 

YouTube videos show Russia operating in Luhansk 
and Donetsk using children and women as human 
shields, destroying homes, burning, killing, mutilat- 
ing. They are not for gentle eyes. 

More frightening is the annihilation of the “never 
again” promise made to humanity by Russia when 
the war ended and over and over again in other inter- 
national agreements and recent ceasefires. 

My father would be incredulous that NATO is un- 
able to find a solution to this trampling of internation- 
al law and democracy on its doorstep. He would 
question why America has stopped short of punishing 
Russia from spreading global chaos. He would have 
a message for his Canadian government as well: You 
have been a great friend to Ukraine, but now it’s time 
to call Mr. Putin on his actions. 

Thor Pobirchenko, the youth on the tank, became a 
well-known jurist in Ukraine. When last interviewed, 
at 88, he was covered with medals and awards, in- 
cluding the United States’ medal for heroism. In soft 
Ukrainian, he said he joined the army to defend his 
native land from an aggressor. Today, his descendants 
and those of his comrades are doing the same. My 
father has good reason to be proud. 

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, former director with the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission, is an opinion 
wriler. 


Hybrid war can be turned to Ukraine’s advantage 


By Taras Kuzio, Ukraine Today, Jan. 24, 2015 

Insurgent leader Alexander Zakharchenko has said 
the Mariupol attack is the revenge for those killed in 
Donetsk. 30 people were killed and over 100 wounded 
in the shelling of Mariupol on Saturday morning 

Putin and DNR leaders are sociopaths who have no 
human feelings for the killings of people. With Putin 
this is obvious from the Kursk submarine, destruc- 
tion of Grozny and genocide in Chechnya, the shoot- 
ing down of the Malaysian airliner and invasion of 
Ukzaine. 

In every war there will be unfortunately civilian 
casualties but these recent murders on buses and a 
trolley bus are probably a mistake in the former and in 
the second the separatists are copying the FSB tactics 
from 1999 of planting their own bombs and blaming 
the “terrorism” on others (Chechens). 

In the case of the trolley bus I believe civilians were 
targeted to blame Ukrainians (as seen in prisoners be- 
ing brought to the scene and beaten) and to stoke up 
greater Ukrainophobia among the local population 
(which had been growing because of Party of Regions 
“anti-fascist” propaganda since Yushchenko’s visit to 
Donetsk in 2003 when billboards portrayed him as a 
Nazi). 

In the Western world the governments blame Russia 
and Putin for the conflict and believe Ukraine has a 
right to defend its territory. But, Ukraine has always 
had poor or non-existent PR in the English-language 
and Kyiv fails to get across its message to Western 
media. When I am in Kyiv it is nearly impossible to 
organize meetings with Ukrainian officials and yet I 
write the most about Ukraine in the West. This is part- 
ly a financial question but also because most Ukrain- 
ian elites do not speak English (and yet they want to 
Ukraine to join Europe!). Why has Ukraine not asked 
the Ukrainian diaspora to help it in organizing Eng- 
lish-language press conferences in English and web 
sites and bulletins? 

Yes. In 2000, Putin won a landslide election after 
using the “terrorist” attacks in his election campaign. 
It would have always been difficult to re-take control 
of Donetsk because of massive Ukrainophobia, ra- 
cism and Russian chauvinism and after such attacks 
blamed on Ukrainians it will be even more difficult 


for Ukrainian forces to control Donetsk, if they can 
ever defeat the DNR. This is why it is so important for 
Ukraine to begin more assertively working on PR. 

There is no point in holding negotiations with Rus- 
sia and the DNR-LNR who never implement what 
has been agreed. Both Foreign Minister Klimkin and 
Prime Minister Zakharchenko agree on this. Every- 
body understands the Russian leaders are extreme 
liars. But, in saying no more negotiations, the Ukrain- 
ian side should prepare its own strategies. 

These should include: (1) launching of a Ukrain- 
ian hybrid war inside the DNR, LNR and Crimea. 
(2) becoming more hardline on money owed to Rus- 
sia. Kyiv should tell Moscow that loans taken out 
by Yanukovych (e.g. USD 3 billion) are not the re- 
sponsibility of the current government and that Putin 
should ask its gust Yanukovych to repay it. (3) stop 
pretending it is an ATO, Ukraine is at war. (4) to begin 
finally to seriously fight corruption which means re- 
placing Yarema and bringing forth criminal charges 
against ex-Party of Regions senior officials, including 
Loyvochkin, Boyko and those responsible for Euro- 
maidan murders 

I do not believe there will be peace. Zakharchenko 
aims to take control of the two thirds of Donbas that 
Ukraine controls. This is linked to a second Russian 
and separatist front of terrorist campaign in Ukraine, 
especially in Kharkiv and Odesa. Ukraine urgently 
needs to purchase using Western loans and billions 
of dollars it could obtain from nationalising pro- 
separatist oligarch assets to buy training by Western 
spetsnaz experts and to purchase specific Western 
military equipment. 

They can only win battles with Ukraine when they 
are supported by Russian troops, as seen in Illovaysk 
in August and this month in Donetsk airport. But, 
the hybrid war can be turned to Ukraine’s advantage 
because Putin can only use limited number of Rus- 
sian troops if he pursues a hybrid war (and not larger 
numbers of troops in a full invasion). This means if 
Ukraine has good preparation and battle plans it could 
fight well and defeat against SMALL Russian forces. 
Dr, Taras Kuzio is a Research Associate with the Cen- 
tre for Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Insti- 
tute for Ukrainian Studies 


Peter Goldring with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 


Ukraine Mission 2015 


— Kyivan Rus’ historic 
Orthodoxy discussion 


By Peter Goldring, Member of Parliament for Edmonton East 

Over the past year, I met with religious, cultural, and political leaders 
throughout Canada, Ukraine, Turkey, and the United States, discussing 
the prospect of establishing a single national autocephalous Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarch. The founda- 
tion of this new Church would be based on historical precedent and the 
legacy of the conversion of Kyivan-Rus’ to Byzantine Christianity in 
988. Everyone that I met with agreed that unity of the Orthodoxies in 
Ukraine was a desirous and necessary goal. 

Most recently, from January 15 to January 25, I travelled to Kyiv, 
Kharkiv, and Istanbul (Constantinople) to continue these talks. Meet- 
ing with leaders from each major Ukrainian Church — Patriarch Filaret 
of the Kyivan Patriarchate, Metropolitan Mefodiy of the Autocephalous 
Church, Metropolitan Antony of the Moscow Patriarchate, and Bishop 
Milyan of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church — and His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, as well as many other religious, cul- 
tural, and political figures I continued my work on what has been repeat- 
edly deemed a worthwhile project to pursue. For each of these public 
figures, notions of cohesiveness, inclusiveness, and solidarity are key to 
moving forward. 

While formal and direct international diplomacy in the realm of foreign 
affairs has its role politically, progress can be had elsewhere. That is what 
former-President Viktor Yushchenko and I agreed upon after concluding 
a two-hour meeting on January 21. He felt that the most important issue 
facing the government of Ukraine is the unity of Ukrainian Orthodoxy 
under a recognized Kyivan entity. My wish is to assist by facilitating 
much needed dialogue between the three major Orthodox Churches in 
hopes of moving towards a common understanding for the benefit of all 
Orthodoxy. Indeed, as Yushchenko and I discussed, this position has the 
potential to strengthen both the Ukrainian position as well as national 
sovereignty in the wake of growing Russian influence through various 
outlets, including — but not exclusive to — components of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. Moving forward from this 
meeting, Yushchenko, who expressed a deep appreciation for my initia- 
tive and methodology, and I will be working together and pursuing this 
common goal, along with many others, both before and after the Pan- 
Orthodox Council in 2016. 

Upon discussing these issues with the Patriarch Bartholomew in Is- 
tanbul (Constantinople), it was further emphasized that given the state 
of contention currently within Orthodoxy, it is best that the prospects 
of unifying the Ukrainian Orthodox Churches not be brought before his 
Patriarchal council before the 2016 meeting. However, His All-Holiness 
and I discussed the ongoing consultations and planning taking place now 
as | emphasized the will of so many Ukrainians to pursue such a goal for 
future consideration. 

He did suggest, however, that in Western Ukraine there might pos- 
sibly be one way to bring Orthodox Ukrainians under the jurisdiction 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate worth exploring. In 1924, when Poland 
was granted full political autonomy after the First World War the Pol- 
ish Orthodox Church was formed. Originally established to cater to the 
small percentage of Ukrainian, Polish, and Belarusian Orthodox in the 
country’s east, the jurisdiction of this Church could be expanded to in- 
clude those in Western-Ukraine. This move would be highly strategic as 
only one autocephalous Church can exist in each state. Because Ukraine 
already has one, it is impossible to install another Orthodox Church in the 
country. The overall aim would be to move Ukraine’s Orthodox Churches 
into a single body, one exempt from intrusive outside political influence 
and a truly national Church. Utilizing the Polish Orthodox Church is just 
one possible step forward. 

This mission concludes a yearlong series of discussions, including 
over 60 meetings with religious, cultural, and political leaders, and aca- 
demics throughout Ukraine, Turkey, Canada, and the United States. This 
most recent trip to Eastern Europe and Turkey culminated my explora- 
tory dialogue on the subject, giving me a well-rounded understanding of 
the structural foundation of Ukraine’s society as it relates to the Orthodox 
Churches, allowing me, and, upon my return, to report to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. I believe that this broad constructive dialogue, combined 
with careful presentation and planning, will help future initiatives that 
aim to move forward Ukrainian Orthodox unity. 
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Scene from a previous Mardi Gras 
Celebrate Valentine’s 
Day and Mardi Gras 

with Vinok Worldance 


(Vinok Worldance)—Vinok Worldance brings you a special Cajun- 

flavoured Valentine’s Day Mardi Gras on Saturday, February 14 at 6:30 
_ pm. Enjoy an evening of dance, music and live entertainment as the Grand 

Ballroom of the Chateau Louis Conference Centre (11727 Kingsway) is 

converted into a replica of the famed New Orleans party district. 

Leanne Koziak, Vinok’s Artistic Director, is very excited about 
introducing the Valentine’s element into the annual fundraiser. “This will 
be a fun alternative to the traditional candle-lit dinner and I’m sure it will 
be the best party event for people who are single! It’s also the weekend 
before lent — which is the real inspiration for Mardi Gras and the other 
Carnival celebrations around the world. A last hurrah before abstinence!” 

Mardi Gras 2015 is a fun-filled roaming evening, allowing patrons to 
let loose and wander down “Bourbon Street”, where “vendors” will be 
set up with a variety of drinks, food, music, and shopping. The various 
stations feature a variety of Louisiana fare with selections like gumbo, 
jambalaya, oysters, hearty Po’ boy sandwiches and sweet beignets. There 
are also mint juleps, margaritas, hurricanes and chicory coffee. 

“We welcome back many talented guest artists who augment Vinok’s 
band for a full southern style complement to accompany Elizabeth 
MacInnis,” says Koziak. “As always Vinok’s dancers are a highlight 
and will return with the improvisational “Street Dancing” and diverse 
influences of New Orleans, including Cajun, African and Spanish 
Cultures. The evening is full of non-stop revelry, entertainment and fun.” 

The surroundings will evoke a true Bourbon Street party with attendees 
encouraged to come in costume, mix, mingle and experience Mardi Gras 
NOLA style, complete with parades, conga lines, and the opportunity 
to dance the night away. There are many opportunities to visit with old 
friends and make new ones. 

This fundraiser, in support of the artistic programs of Vinok Worldance 
is part of the 25th Anniversary season and features a silent auction, mask 
sales and street vendors. In addition, Vinok has an additional charitable 
component with our “Mardi Bras” Contest. The concept is that attendees 
can decorate a bra and bring it to the event. The Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation will receive a $10 donation for each entry and guests at the 
event will vote on their favourites. Prizes will be awarded to the top 
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Info: 
mardigras.vinok.ca 780.454.3739 
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Blessing the Cross. Left to Right: Fr. Josaphat Tyrkalo, OSMB (UGCC); Fr. Cornell Zubritsky (UOCC); 
Igumen Gerasim (OCA); Subdeacon Jim Kapustynsky (UOCC);. Iryney Valiavka (UGCC) is standing behind 


Cornell Zubritsky. 


Feast of Jordan celebrated 
at Ukrainian Village 


(UkrNews)—Over 290 visitors, 
most of them Ukrainian bilingual 
program students from St. Theresa 
Catholic School and Jean Vanier 
Catholic School in Sherwood Park, 
attended the Feast of Jordan cere- 
monies at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, January 19. 

The Feast of Jordan, or Epiph- 
any is one of the most important 
holidays of for Eastern Rite Chris- 
tians and celebrates Jesus Christ’s 
Baptism in the waters of the Jordan 
River. 

The celebrations opened with 
Divine Liturgies at the Three His- 
toric churches at the village — St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Greek Cath- 
olic Church, St. Vladimir Ukrain- 
ian Greek Orthodox Church and St. 
Nicholas Russo-Greek Orthodox 
Church. 

This was followed by a water 
blessing by the outdoor ice cross 
conducted by Fathers  Iryney 
Valiavka, OSBM and Fr. Josaphat 
Tyrkalo, OSMB, of the Edmonton 
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church; Rey. Fr. Cornell 
Zubritsky of the Western Eparchy 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of Canada (assisted by Subdeacon 
Jim Kapustynsky); and Igumen 
Gerasim (Power) of the Archdio- 


cese of Canada of the Orthodox 
Church of America. 

The blessing, in turn was fol- 
lowed by a blessing of the homes 
and a didukh burming at the 
Pylypow House. 

During the day, visitors also had 
a chance to visit the historic build- 
ings, and witness how pioneers 


рамі Si 


Jumping over the didukh 


celebrated this special day at this 
outdoor museum which recreates 
the life of Ukrainian settlers to Al- 
berta between 1891 and 1930. 

Members of Pikarkiyska Tersia 
a capella singing group from Lviv 
were special guests that day and 
toured the site after witnessing the 
water blessing ceremony. 


Putin’s populist bluster belies 
the loneliness of the cynic 


Cont. from P. 6 

part because this group, which in- 
cludes most of the country’s richest 
business leaders, is cashing out. 

That is the problem with capital- 
ism for friends — it earns you fair- 
weather allies. Their defection does 
not mean that Mr Putin is entirely 
declawed. Part of his appeal for 
the kleptocrats was his ability, in 
contrast with the politicians of the 
liberal intelligentsia, to craft a per- 
sona that appealed to poorer, older 
Russians and to those who live out- 
side the big cities. 

As the economic costs of Mr 
Putin’s Crimea gambit mount, he 
may try to pivot from kleptocracy 
to populist autarky. Such a shift 
would be economically ruinous in 
the long run, but in the short run it 


could make Russia even more ag- 
gressive and unpredictable. 

So now is no time for the west to 
rest on its laurels. But as we nego- 
tiate what will certainly be a con- 
tinuing, fraught relationship with 
Moscow, we should bear in mind 
one lesson of the economic debacle 
of the past few weeks: whatever the 
language we hear from the Krem- 
lin, and no matter what Mr Putin’s 
short-term tactical gains, we are 
not dealing with a newly ascend- 
ant, domestically united world 
power. 

Russia today is divided and in 
decline. The right parallel is not 
with the cold war. It is with the de- 
caying Soviet Union of the 1980s. 
The writer is a Canadian MP and 


former FT Moscow bureau chief 
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Ву Marco Levytsky 

Ukraine’s famed a cappella en- 
semble, Pikkardiys’ka Tertsia was 
greeted with rapturous joy when 
they performed a special Christmas 
and holiday presentation, “Koli- 
aduiemo razom!” (Let’s Carol 
Together!) to a crowd of 1,900 
at Edmonton’s Northern Jubilee 
Auditorium, January 17. 

The crowds gave a standing ova- 
tion of the conclusion of their per- 
formance and brought them back 
for several encores before finally 
letting them off the stage. 

The six-person group performed 
a mixture of Ukrainian Christmas 
carols, traditional favourites and 
their own hits, which are noted by a 
fusion of traditional Ukrainian with 
American doo-wop and elements 
of jazz. 


Pikkardiys Ка Тегізіа opens with Edmonton s Ukrainian children and youth 


Pikkardiys’ka Tertsia greeted with rapturous ) Joy 


The first half consisted of trad- 
itional Ukrainian Christmas car- 
ols updated with their particular 
vocal combinations which provided 


for some unique arrangements of 


such well-known classics as “Boh 
predvichnyi” (God Eternal), “Nova 
radist’ stala” (A new Joy Has Arisen) 
and “Schchedryk” (Carol of the 
Bells). They added one English 
number, “Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town’, that proved quite popular. 

The second half featured some 
of Tertsia’s popular hits “Kapel- 
iukh” (The Hat) and “Malenkyi 
tramvay” (The Small Streetcar) as 
well as such traditional numbers as 
“Tuman yarom” (A mist covers the 
Ravine). 

A particularly poignant moment 
came with their rendition of Plyve 
Kacha (The Duck Swims), a meta- 


phorical piece about a mother’s 
conversation with her son, who has 
died in war, which has become the 
unofficial anthem of the Revolu- 
tion of Dignity after it was played 
on Kyiv’s central square during the 
funeral for Ukraine’s opposition 
fighters who were killed in Febru- 
ary, 2014 during the Euromaidan 
uprising. 

Audience members rose to their 
feet in a show or respect and soli- 
darity. 

In opening the performance, the 
group was joined a several hundred 
children from Ukrainian schools 
and youth groups for a rendition of 
both the national anthems of Can- 
ada and Ukraine. 

The Edmonton performance was 
presented by 101.7 World FM and 
St. John’s Institute, in partnership 


Ukrainian Canadian community 
carols at Stornoway 


(UCC  National)—Celebrating the Ukrainian 
Christmas season (Julian calendar Jan. 7 — Feb. 15), 
members of Ottawa’s Ukrainian Canadian community 
performed a series of Ukrainian Christmas carols at 
Stornoway, residence of the Leader of Her Majesty’s 
Loyal Opposition on January 15. 

On a cold winters’ evening, the carollers arrived at 
Stornoway and greeted the Leader of the Opposition, 
Thomas Mulcair and his wife Catherine with trad- 
itional greetings of “Khrystos Rodyvsia” - “Christ is 
Born”, and sang “Dobriy Vechir Tobi” asking “Do you 
accept carollers?” Mulcair greeted the carollers and in- 
vited them into his home. The carollers then performed 
“Radist’? Nam Zyavylas’” - Joy Has Appeared, “Boh 
Narodyvsia” - God is Born, “Shchedryk” - Ukrainian 
Carol of the Bells, “Boh Predvichnyi” - God Eternal, 
and “Nebo І Zemlia” - Heaven and Earth - which was 
followed by a traditional Ukrainian Christmas greet- 
ing, a “vinshuvannya,” recited in English by Michael 
Reshitnyk. 

The assembled choir performed for Mulcair and his 


wife Catherine, and members of the official opposition 
caucus — Niki Ashton, Romeo Saganash, Jonathan 
Genest-Jourdain, and Charlie Angus. Mulcair was 
hosting Perry Bellegarde, National Chief of the As- 
sembly of First Nations, for dinner, who, as a mem- 
ber of the Little Black Bear First Nation in Saskatch- 
ewan, went to school with many Ukrainian Canadians, 
and kindly requested that the carollers perform “Boh 
Predvichnyi.” The Leader of the Opposition generous- 
ly offered refreshments to the carollers and graciously 
thanked them for visiting their home. 

The carolling was organized by the National office 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

The UCC would like to extend a special thank you 
to the choir from the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. The carollers were; 
Mike Reshitnyk, Angie Reshitnyk, Larissa Mason, 
Oksana Ganina, Vera Hutzuliak, Oleh Belkin, Tamara 
Rudenko Charalambij, Oleksandra Nepyyvoda, Zora 
Jackson, Norm MacQueen, Sofia Sawka, Andrii 
Sadanenko, Sofia Sadanenko, and Nadia Zelem. 


Members of Ottawa’s Ukrainian Canadian community perform Ukrainian Christmas carols for 


Leader Thomas Mulcair at Stornoway, January 15 


Opposition 
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Pikkardiys Ка Tertsia performs 


with Yuriy Kus of Radio Meest, 
Toronto. It was preceded by ap- 
pearances in both Toronto and 
Winnipeg. 

Formed in Lviv in 1992 as a 
quartet with original members 
Andriy Kapral, Volodymyr Yaky- 
ments, Bohdan Bohach and Yaro- 
slav Nudyk, the group was later 
joined by Andriy Shavala and 
Roman Turianyn and distinguish 
their parts as two first tenors, two 
second tenors, baritone and bass. 
Yakyments and Nudyk write most 
of the original songs and Kapral 
takes on arranging other pieces, but 
everyone contributes. 

Pikkardiys’ka Tertsia has рег- 


formed throughout Ukraine and Po- 
land, and conducted concert tours 
of Germany, the United States, 
Canada, Italy, Russia and France. 
In 1997, the group performed for 
Hillary Clinton at the Lviv Opera 
House during the First Lady’s trip 
to Ukraine. 

Two years later, Pikkardiyska 
Tertsia traveled to the United States 
for a tour of the East Coast of the 
U.S. with a special invitational 
performance in Washington, D.C.. 
In 2001, they were headliners at 
the Ukrainian Festival on Bloor 
Street in Toronto, followed with a 
big concert in that city’s downtown 
and then another concert in Ottawa. 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Від обстрілу Дебальцевого, що на 
Донеччині, на Водохреща загинув 
12-річний хлопчик. Це лише одна з цілої 
низки дитячих смертей, що трапляють- 
ся як на лінії фронту, так і на, здавалось 
би, уже мирних територіях. Зведеної ста- 
тистики про те, скільки дітей загинули 
під час неоголошеної війни на Донбасі, 
немає. Волонтери та місцева влада 
пояснює: багато хто вивозить дітей, а 
потім повертається назад. Як живеться 
дітям та їхнім батькам під «Градами»? 

Нещодавня ескалація воєнних дій на 
Донбасі призвела до загибелі багатьох 
цивільних осіб, включаючи дітей, а ще 
більшу кількість людей наражає на се- 
рйозну небезпеку, заявила правозахисна 
організація Amnesty International. 

Зокрема, лише за вчорашній день 
Красногорівка, що у Донецькій області, 
пережила п'ять повних залпів «Граду», 
розповідає місцева волонтерка Анастасія. 
Від неділі, 18 січня, бойовики обстрілюють 
позиції українських військових у Донецькій 
області. Тоді ж у результаті прямого попа- 
дання у приватний будинок загинула моло- 
да жінка, а також від осколків постраждали 
батько з дитиною 1997 року народження. 
Зараз у місті залишаються, за даними во- 
лонтерки, 428 дітей шкільного віку та по- 
над 300 дошкільнят. Усі вони постійно пе- 
ребувають у небезпеці. 

Красногорівка і сусідня Мар'їнка - це 
полігон для бойових дій, додає жінка. Із 
невеликого 16-тисячного міста залиши- 
лась лише половина мешканців - 8 тисяч 
живуть під обстрілами. Красногорівці 
згуртувались на третій частині міста, 
адже решта територій вже зруйновані за 
час бойових дій. 

«Базарчик працює, до 12:00 кілька 
магазинів працюють - люди можуть 
вийти і купити продукти у кого є гроші. 
У центрі роздають допомогу, у нас у 
кінному центрі роздаємо допомогу, яка 
приходить із Чернівців, із Києва. Звідки 
можуть люди — звідти висилають», — 
розповідає вона. 

Три снаряди «Граду» потрапили менше 
ніж за 20 метрів від будинку, де перебу- 
вали на той момент її 5-місячне маля та 
свекруха. Каже, що люди живуть лише 
надією, що війна припиниться. Утім, го- 
ворить Анастасія, для неї та тисяч таких, 
як вона, виїжджати «в нікуди» - не вихід. 
Тож залишаються у місті, де останню з 
п'яти шкіл розбили ще тиждень тому. 

«Це ж не наодин місяць. А тут є свої бу- 
динки, якщо потрібно платити за житло. 
Є продукти харчування, запаси, консерви, 
картопля. Ну, вивезуть, а чим годувати, 
держава буде забезпечувати?», - говорить 
Анастасія. 

Красногорівка - лише одна з гарячих 
точок, утім діти залишаються під загро- 
зою уздовж усієї лінії вогню, на окупова- 
них та навіть на звільнених від бойовиків 
територіях. 

Зокрема, у результаті обстрілу Де- 
бальцевого Донецької області бойови- 
ками, повідомляє МВС, 19 січня заги- 
нув 12-річний хлопчик та його батько. 
Дівчинку 8 років та її матір у важкому 
стані відвезли до лікарні. За даними 
міліції, у центр міста влучило близько 15- 
20 снарядів, зруйновані та пошкоджені 
багатоповерхові та приватні будинки, 
постраждав будинок культури та будівля 
залізничного вокзалу. 

У Вуглегорську 18 січня загинули 
двоє дітей 7 та 16 років, ще одна 8-річна 
дівчинка отримала важкі ушкодження. 
Її доправили до опікового відділення 
краматорської лікарні, ge зробили 
операцію з ампутації нижньої кінцівки, 
повідомляє Донецька ОДА. 

У селищі Кряківка, що на Луганщині, 
10 січня загинула 14-річна дівчинка разом 
із мамою та бабусею. Стріляли з боку 
територій, що підконтрольні бойовим. Як 
повідомляє прес-служба МВС, обстріл 
проводився з третьої до шостої ранку 
з реактивної системи залпового вогню 
«Град». Неподалік, на відстані 500 метрів 
від будинку, українські військові помітили 
танк бойовиків, в якого дуло було спрямо- 
ване в напрямку будинку жертв. 
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Дитячі смерті В зоні АТО Вояки України і США проведуть 
спільне тренування навесні 


Раніше, 5 листопада, від вибуху 
артилерійського снаряда поруч із шко- 
лою Ne 63 у Донецьку загинули 14-річний 
восьмикласник та І8-річний випускник 
школи. Поранені три 17-річні юнаки й 
один 21-річний. За даними РНБО України, 
артилерійський снаряд був випущений з 
боку територій, контрольованих незакон- 
ними збройними угрупованнями, а саме — 
з боку Макіївки, 

Ще раніше, 4 жовтня, у місті Зугрес 
Донецької області двоє дітей загинули, а 
п'ятеро отримали поранення від вибуху 
знайденого снаряда. Сайт Донецької ОДА 
повідомляє, що при спробі перемістити 
його, боєприпас вибухнув. 

Жертвами агресії мимоволі стали також 
80 дітей із різних країн світу, з них - троє 
немовлят, що загинули в авіакатастрофі 
малайзійського «Боїнга-777» на Донбасі 17 
липня 2014 року. За даними міжнародної 
розвідки, свідченнями української сторо- 
ни та відповідно до змісту перехоплених 
СБУ розмов проросійських бойовиків, 
літак був збитий саме представника- 
ми незаконного збройного угрупован- 
ня «ДНР», які могли сприйняти його за 
військовий літак, із зенітно-ракетного 
комплексу «Бук». 

Зведеної статистики про те, скільки 
дітей залишається на окупованих та на 
звільнених від бойовиків територіях, 
немає. За словами речника Луганської 
ОДА Ярослава  Галаса, багатьох 
неповнолітніх із зони так званої «ЛНР» за 
останні півроку вже вивезли. Значну ча- 
стину з них - до родичів у Росію. 

У містах Луганщини, що на лінії вог- 
ню, школи та дитсадки закриті, говорить 
речник. Зокрема, йдеться про Станицю 
Луганську, Кримське. А у Трьохізбенці, 
що також регулярно прострілюється, за- 
раз залишаються не більше ніж 10 дітей, 
розповідає речник. 

«Діти всі звідти практично вивезені 
геть в інші області України. Вони там 
проводять навчання у санаторіях. У 
Дніпропетровську, Одеську, та Вінницьку 
області. Зараз вивозили цих дітей на 
різдвяно-новорічні свята, але вони вже 
повертаються туди, де обстріли менші», — 
говорить він. 

Галас розповідає, що навіть піклуючись 
про безпеку дітей, луганці інколи вірять 
вигадкам російської пропаганди. Зокре- 
ма, раніше дехто не хотів евакуйовувати 
рідних на Західну Україну. Починають 
розуміти, що все добре, каже речник, 
лише, коли перші групи дітей дзвонили 
друзям та розповідали, що ніхто їх не 
переслідує за російську мову. 

Світлана Тарабанова із «Восток 505» 
розповідає, що порахувати кількість дітей 
на таких територіях надзвичайно склад- 
но. Легше це зробити щодо «статусних» 
- тих, хто перебуває на обліку у держави 
через проблеми в родині або сирітство. 
Утім, і тут точних цифр нема: люди 
виїжджають та повертаються назад. 

Волонтер додає: зараз не може йти мова 
про примусову евакуацію дітей із небез- 
печних територій. За її словами, практика 
останніх місяців продемонструвала, що 
держава «не спроможна взагалі робити 
якусь цілеспрямовану, тактичну, систем- 
ну роботу з людьми в умовах війни». 

«Звісно можна вивозити, наскільки це 
можливо, бо все впирається в те, що домо- 
витися з людьми з того боку дуже важко, 
особливо, якщо брати «ЛНР». Тому що там 
декілька угруповань, і якщо з одним домов- 
ляться і привезуть, то можуть затримати 
інші. Тому не знаю, наскільки це доцільно 
буде офіційно оголошувати евакуацію, але 
намагатися вивозити дітей, звісно, мож- 
на, і держава повинна проводити роботу, 
наскільки це можливо, щоб батьки вивози- 
ли дітей звідси», - говорить волонтер. 

За словами Тарабанової, перше, чим во- 
лонтери допомагають родинам - вислухо- 
вують та підтримують їх. Навіть годинна 
розмова, каже вона, може підштовхнути 
людину виїжджати з небезпечної зони. 
Волонтерка «Восток 505» додає, що 
наразі її організація допомагає двом 
дівчаткам, яких батьки відпустили су- 
проводжуючими військовими на безпечні 
українські території. 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

У tomy, що Кремль фінансує та 
підтримує бойовиків, Сполучені Шта- 
ти не мають сумнівів. Тож відразу після 
щорічної промови президента США Бара- 
ка Обами, де він висловив свою підтримку 
Україні, до Києва прибув командувач су- 
хопутними силами США в Європі Бен 
Годжес. Генерал-лейтенат Годжес анонсу- 
вав, що українські військові вже навесні 
тренуватимуться разом i3 сухопутни- 
ми силами Америки. У такий спосіб, за 
його словами, Америка хоче допомогти 
протистояти прямій російській агресії 
на Донбасі. Планується, що українців 
навчать рятувати поранених та захища- 
тись від артилерії. За його словами, під 
час тренувань увагу звернуть і на те, як 
оберігати системи комунікації поблизу 
зони бойових дій. 

Генерал-лейтенант зазначив: артилерія, 
сучасне обладнання, яке використовують 
бойовики на Донбасі - це «неспростов- 
ний доказ» того, що вони заручились 
підтримкою від Росії. 

«Обсяги зброї, які використовуються 
бандформуваннями, суттєво збільшилися 
у грудні. Абсолютно зрозуміло, що до- 
помога йде із Росії, i вона воює проти 
українських Збройних сил», - заявив Год- 
жес. 

Водночас, він зауважив, що не хотів 
би оприлюднювати дані розвідки щодо 
присутності російської регулярної армії 
на Донбасі. За його словами, СБУ та 
українські військові очільники краще 
володіють цією інформацією. 

Годжес додає: він приємно  вра- 
жений підготовкою та мужністю 
українських солдатів Ta військового 
керівництва. Розповідає, що йому вда- 
лось поспілкуватись із лікарями, поране- 
ними та їхніми родинами у військовому 
шпиталі. За словами досвідченого 


воєначальника, те, що Україна змогла зу- 
пинити фінансованого Росією супротив- 


ника - це вже талант і успіх. 
Генерал-лейтенант | Годжес уважно 
стежить за політичною та військовою 
активністю Росії. Зокрема, нещодавно він 
заявляв, що через п'ять років Москва змо- 


же без мобілізації воювати вже на трьох 
фронтах одночасно. На його думку, поки 
що Кремль зосередився на Україні, утім 
наступними жертвами цілком можуть ста- 
ти Грузія та якась із балтійських країн. 

Логічним продовженням такої думки є 
заява генерал-лейтенанта у Києві про те, 
що від успіху України в цьому конфлікті 
залежить і безпека всього світу. 

У своїй підтримці Україну запев- 
нив і президент США Барак Обама. У 
традиційній промові «Про стан держави» 
Обама акцентує на тому, що Сполучені 
Штати «протистоять агресії Росії, 
підтримують демократію в Україні та 
надають гарантії союзникам по НАТО». 
Великі країни не повинні залякувати 
менші, додає Обама. 

«Минулого року, коли ми разом з со- 
юзниками тяжко працювали над накла- 
денням санкцій, деякі казали, що агресія 
Путіна - це майстерна демонстрація 
стратегії та сили. Що ж, сьогодні Америка 
та її союзники демонструють силу, Росія 
ж ізольована, а її економіка в руїнах», - 
зазначив Обама. 

На думку експерта фонду «Майдан за- 
кордонних справ» Юрія Смелянського, 
подібні заяви є сигналом. 

«Америка готова продовжувати та роз- 
ширювати спектр допомоги Україні, - 
зазначає він. - Це стосується як протидії 
регулярній російській армії, так і тим 
бандформуванням, які вона створює на 
території сходу України». Експерт додає, 
що США сприятимуть комплексно: для 
сполучених Штатів важливо підтримувати 
демократичний вектор розвитку України 
та її економічну спроможність. 

«Ця допомога буде  розширюва- 
тись та посилюватись лише за однієї 
умови: Україна повинна сама почати 
змінюватись. Тобто змінювати модель 
державних відносин у трикутнику вла- 


-да з громадянське суспільство --.бізнес- | 


структури», - зауважує експерт. 
Водночас, додає Смелянський, США 


стежать за тим, яку політику обирає 
Україна відносно Росії та яких зусиль 
докладає для збереження цілісності 
кордонів. 


На місці Леніна в центрі Києва 
пропонують поставити Богородицю 


Яна Борщ, Радіо Свобода 

Громадські активісти Києва виступи- 
ли з пропозицією зведення пам'ятника 
Богородиці Ha бульварі | Шевчен- 
ка у столиці. Раніше тут стояв мону- 
мент Леніну, який знесли наприкінці 
2013 року, під час Майдану. Натомість 
у Департаменті 0 містобудування Ta 
архітектури Києва заявляють: встанов- 
лення будь-яких пам'ятників в центрі 
столиці наразі визначається конкурсною 
програмою «Територія гідності». 

Пропозицію зведення пам'ятника 
Богородиці на бульварі Шевченка у 
столиці священнослужителі й громадські 
активісти висловили ще під час подій на 
Майдані, коли був повалений пам'ятник 
«вождеві світового пролетаріату». В 
листопаді минулого року відповідний 
пакет документів подали головному 
архітекторові Києва Сергію Целоваль- 
нику, розповідає громадський активіст 
Дмитро Парубець. За його словами, цю 
пропозицію підтримали активісти різних 
християнських конфесій. 

«Ідею підтримали та благословили вищі 
настоятелі: Української / православної 
церкви Київського патріархату | - 
святійший патріарх Філарет, Української 
православної церкви — митрополит 
Онуфрій, Української греко-католицької 
церкви — блаженнійший архієпископ 
Святослав Шевчук та римо-католицької 
церкви в Україні - архієпископи Мечис- 
лав Мокшицький i Петро Мальчук. Та- 
кож ініціативу підтримали всеукраїнське 
об'єднання «Автомайдан», Спілка 


офіцерів України та командири добро- 
вольчих батальйонів, що перебувають за- 
раз у зоні АТО», - каже активіст. 

Фінансові витрати на реалізацію цього 
проекту готові взяти на себе християни 
міста Києва, запевнив Дмитро Парубець. 

Звести цей пам'ятник варто, але не на 
бульварі Шевченка, каже релігієзнавець 
Людмила Філіпович. Адже на місці ко- 
лишнього постаменту Владіміру Леніну 
- негативна енергетика, вважає вона. 
За словами експерта, тут узагалі кра- 
ще нічого не ставити, просто залишити 
певний знак, який би свідчив, що там 
дійсно був пам'ятник «вождеві світового 
пролетаріату». Українці повинні 
пам'ятати не лише позитивні речі, а й 
те зло, яке було в українській історії, 
наголошує Філіпович. 

«Я не проти того, щоб поставили 
пам'ятник Діві Марії в Києві, тим більше 
така практика у світі теж поширена. Але 
я не зовсім приймаю те місце, яке для 
нього пропонують. Воно у свідомості 
українців пов'язане з Володимиром 
Леніним. Чи етично на місце, де стояв 
пам'ятник тирану українського народу, 
ставити пам'ятник духовній захисниці?», 
- аргументує релігієзнавець. 

Для оновлення центру Києва перед- 
бачили конкурсну програму «Територія 
гідності», розповідає речник Департамен- 
ту містобудування та архітектури Ірина 
Хамандяк. За її словами, на бульварі 
Шевченка зміни можливі лише після виз- 
начення професійним журі найкращого 
проекту та публічного обговорення. 
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Terrorists target Mariupol 
with rocket attack 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Interior Ministry 
says at least 30 civilians were killed and scores more 
were wounded on January 24 when the government- 
held port city of Mariupol in the southeast of the coun- 
try was targeted by heavy barrages of Grad rockets as 
part of a Russian-backed separatist offensive. 

The local mayor’s office said a crowded market 
was hit and other buildings were in flames in a south- 
eastern residential district of Mariupol near roads that 
have come under attack from Russian-backed separa- 
tists in recent days. 

Ukrainian authorities said another 97 people were 
injured in the attack. 

In a statement, Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko called the attack “a crime against humanity 
and said he was cutting short a trip to Saudi Arabia to 
return to Ukraine to chair a meeting of the country’s 
top security body to discuss the attack. - 

Poroshenko’s statement also vowed to deliver a 

“full victory” over the rebels. 
The Ukraine mission of the Organization for Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) confirmed in a 
statement that the rockets were fired from the territory 
controlled by pro-Russian rebels. 

The pan-European security body said its inspec- 
tion team concluded that “the Grad rockets originated 
from a northeasterly direction... and the Uragan rock- 
ets from an easterly direction, both controlled by the 
‘Donetsk People’s Republic’.” 

In an earlier statement, the OSCE said that it viewed 
“the shelling in Mariupol... as a reckless, indiscrimin- 
ate and disgraceful attack.” 

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
stated: “Canada is outraged at today’s indiscrimin- 
ate rocket attacks against the city of Mariupol by the 
Russian-backed insurgents in eastern Ukraine, leaving 
dozens of innocent civilians dead. 

“These attacks come after the insurgents announced 
their intention to launch a new offensive, in flagrant 
violation of the Minsk ceasefire agreements reached 
in September. 

“This disgraceful act further demonstrates Russia’s 

ongoing campaign of aggression against Ukraine and 
its shocking willingness to sacrifice civilian lives to 
achieve its illegitimate goals. 

“We call on Russia to immediately respect the 
ceasefire, immediately end its support of these proxies 
and allow peace to return to eastern Ukraine. 

“As Canada mourns the victims of the shameful 
attacks on Mariupol, we, in consultation with the 
Ukrainian government, our partners and our allies, are 


examining our options for enacting further measures 
to dissuade Russia from continuing along this destruc- 
tive path. Canada also fully supports the Government 
of Ukraine’s call for an emergency session of the 
United Nations Security Council.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) said it 
was appalled by the “brutal and unprovoked attack on 
civilians”. 

“This disgraceful attack on innocent people by terror- 
ists of the so-called Donetsk “Peoples Republic’ under- 
lines the brutality and viciousness with which the Rus- 
sian Federation is waging war against Ukraine,” stated 
Paul Grod, National President of the UCC. “The so- 
called Donetsk and Luhansk ‘Peoples’ Republics’ must 
be listed by the international community as terrorist 
organizations, and the Russian Federation, which com- 
mands, coordinates and supplies these terrorists must be 
designated a state sponsor of terrorism.” 

In Brussels, the European Union denounced the at- 
tack and warned that the escalation in fighting will 
harm EU-Russia relations. 

The escalation “would inevitably lead to a further 
grave deterioration of relations between the EU and 
Russia,” EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini 
said in a statement. 

“Residential areas of the city of Mariupol have been 
fired upon today from separatist held territory, which 
has cost the lives of at least fifteen civilians, wounding 
many others and terrorising the innocent population,” 
the statement said. 

Ulsainian military spokesman Andriy Lysenko told 
a news conference in Kyiv that “at least three Grad 
launchers were used in the attack, which were aimed 
right at civilians, at residential areas.” 

The Interfax news agency reported that Prime Min- 
ister Arseniy Yatsenyuk had called on the UN Security 
Council to hold an urgent meeting after the attack. 

Meanwhile, Aleksandr Zakharchenko, a pro-Rus- 
sian rebel leader in eastern Ukraine was quoted by 
Russia’s RIA news agency as saying separatists had 
launched an offensive on Mariupol on January 24. 

Zakharchenko was quoted as saying, “Today an of- 
fensive was launched on Mariupol. This will be the 
best possible monument to all our dead.” 

Zakharchenko on January 23 announced a multi- 
pronged rebel offensive. 

He said separatists “won’t make an effort to talk 
about a cease-fire” in the nine-month-old conflict, 
which has killed more than 5,000 people. 

Zakharchenko also reportedly said he would order 
his forces “to take no prisoners” in the future. 


UN condemns Donetsk bus attack 


(RFE/RL)—The UN Security Council has con- 
demned “in the strongest terms” a deadly attack in 
Donetsk, a rebel-controlled city in eastern Ukraine. 

Thirteen people were killed and some 20 wounded 
in the shelling of a bus stop on January 22. 

Kyiv and the pro-Russian separatists blamed each 
other for the attack. 

The Security Council called for an independent 
probe and for those found responsible to be brought to 
justice. 

In Washington, a U.S. State Department spokes- 
woman said the incident was being investigated by the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

Jen Psaki also said it showed the need to implement 
an agreement on establishing security zones between 
pro-Russian fighters and Kyiv’s forces reached in 
talks involving Russia, Ukraine, France and Germany 
in Berlin on January 21. 

Psaki said Ukraine had the right to defend its own 
territory and that Russia and Russian-backed separa- 
tists were responsible for the vast majority of viola- 
tions. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said on Janu- 
ary 22 that pro-Russian rebels have paid a “high price” 
for their escalating attacks on government troops 
across the separatist-controlled east. 

Poroshenko made the statement at an emergency se- 
curity meeting convened after Kyiv’s decision to give 
up its months-long defense of Donetsk airport. 

Earlier, pro-Russian rebels paraded captured 
Ukrainian soldiers at the bus stop hit in the attack. 

The carnage came a day after 16 wounded Ukrain- 
ian soldiers were taken prisoner amid the govern- 
ment’s withdrawal from key positions at the Donetsk 


airport. 

Reports say residents hurled glass and shouted 
abuse at the captive Ukrainian soldiers. 

Moscow and Kyiv traded accusations over the bus 
stop blast, which witnesses said was caused by a mor- 
tar or artillery shell. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, speaking at a 
Kyiv ceremony marking Ukraine’s National Unity 
Day, blamed pro-Russian separatists and said Russia 
should bear responsibility. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov described 
the attack as a “monstrous new crime” by Ukrainian 
forces and a “crude provocation” aimed at undermin- 
ing peace efforts. 

Kyiv says the 16 injured Ukrainian soldiers were 
captured late on January 21 when government forces 
withdrew from the ruins of the Donetsk airport’s new 
terminal and from positions near the old terminal 
building. 

Both terminals have been the scene of fierce fight- 
ing for months. 

Violence continued at the airport on January 22, 
with Kyiv saying its troops still held parts of the facil- 
ity. 

Ukrainian military spokesman Vladyslav Seleznyov 
said the decision was made to withdraw 20 Ukrainian 
soldiers because “their positions had been destroyed 
and exposed to direct fire,” leading to the deaths of six 
soldiers during the previous 24 hours. 

He said the new terminal building “looks like a 
sieve and there’s simply nowhere to hide there.” 

That week, about 100 wounded government sol- 
diers were evacuated from the airport’s new terminal 
building. 
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Donbas conflict a new 
type of war, speaker says 


(UkrNews)—The 
armed conflict in 
Ukraine’s Donbas 
is a “new war? — 
not a civil war, but 
very much a war “in 
the unconvention- 
al, contemporary 
sense” said Dr. Bo- 
hdan Harasymiw at 
a seminar organized 
by the Canadian In- 
stitute of Ukrainian 
Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, 
Jan. 20. 

“This means that 
it will continue to 
be difficult to fight 
— for both sides — 
and that victory will 
almost certainly be unattainable. Most of its victims, as in all of today’s 
other wars of this kind, will be the civilian population,” he said. : 

It is also one which has been declared as a war by either side. 

“Resolution of the conflict would require reinstating the central goy- 
ernment’s legitimacy in the contested region, restoring the rule of law, 
and — most immediately — mounting an effective counterinsurgency 
strategy, none of which at this time is in prospect,” said Dr. Harasymiw, a 
Professor Emeritus of Political Science at the University of Calgary, and 
Acting Coordinator, Centre for Political and Regional Studies at CIUS. 

In his presentation Dr. Harasymiw concentrated on the conflict as inter- 
nal to Ukraine, but offered to attempt a survey of Russia’s involvement in 
the crisis. 

“At that time I can offer an explanation as to why this is an undeclared 
war. It would be along the lines that since this is an unlawful conflict, and 
since (Russian President Vladimir) Putin’s regime itself verges on the 
criminal, then the instigators and their backers have an interest in keeping 
it that way (i.e., undeclared) and in prolonging it,” he said. 

However, a societal basis for resolution, within Ukraine appears “to be 
present and favourable — certainly not hopeless.” 

Dr. Harasymiw noted that war is political and resolution requires atten- 
tion to the political and not merely the military aspects of the conflict. 

“Restoration of legitimacy and the rule of law must be the political 
objective, but this goal has not been articulated by (Ukrainian) President 
(Petro) Poroshenko, and his administration has made few if any obvious 
efforts in that direction, concentrating instead primarily on a military 
solution. He offered at one point “special status’ for the affected ргоу- 
inces, but his government has also cut off all state pensions and salaries to 
the inhabitants....Talks have been held, postponed, relocated, and broken 
down, but direct negotiations between the warring parties have not taken 
place — presumably because Poroshenko does not recognize the rebels 
and Putin denies that his own forces are involved. Little wonder that some 
observers feel the Ukrainian government is lacking altogether a strategy 
for resolving the conflict.” 

Ukraine’s offensive against the rebellious east is not going well be- 
cause the Ukrainian army was totally unprepared for it. 

“Tt had no experience other than participating in UN peacekeeping 
operations. The country had no effective border defences against an in- 
cursion by Russia; its main enemy was elsewhere, if it had one at all 
in its strategic doctrine. In February 2014, interim President Oleksandr 
Turchynov revealed that he had as few as 6,000 combat-ready troops; 
by May, this had reportedly been increased to 40,000, but they were so 
poorly equipped that requests to the United States for nonlethal aid... in- 
cluded such basics as field rations, blankets and even toothpaste.” 

Today the situation is changing not in favour of Ukraine,” he added. 

“The pro-Russian groupings more and more are waging a contactless 
war, and are conducting diversions on the territory of stable regions. In 
these circumstances the Ukrainian side can only passively defend itself _ 
and counts on diplomatic levers as well as on the influence of the West’s 
economic sanctions. This is not enough to shift the advantage to our side. 
Thus great problems remain and mobilization will not in any way resolve 
them.” 

Dr. Harasymiw noted that from the very beginning, Russia insisted on 
its right to defend its fellow-countrymen in eastern Ukraine, as it had 
those in Crimea. 

“And the rebels have similarly articulated the same goals, with the 
same rationale —that the government in Kyiv following Yanukovych’s 
departure was illegitimate and populated by “fascists,” still unrecon- 
structed from World War Two. This version of identity politics may be a 
cover for Russia’s geopolitical aims.” 

He said the augmentation of the rebels’ armouries with tanks, APCs, 
artillery, anti-aircraft missiles (notably misused in shooting down Air 
Malaysia flight 17 in July), and rocket launchers, in addition to their sup- 
ply of small arms, as do other criteria, qualifies this conflict as one of our 
times’ “new wars.”. 

But regardless of how one defines this conflict the human toll has been 
great, Dr. Harasymiw said. 

According to the United Nations, at least 4,808 persons were killed, 
and 10,468 wounded or injured from mid-May 2014 to 6 January 2015. 
In addition, 634,000 were internally displaced and a further 594,000 fled 
to neighbouring countries, mainly Russia. As of the latter date, about 5.2 
million people remained in the conflict zone, of whom 1.4 million were 
desperately in need of humanitarian assistance. In addition, 6,242 Rus- 
sian soldiers are dead or missing. 
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Олександр Бойченко під час виступу. Автор світлин - Микола 
Сварник. 


Олександр Бойченко 
про життя, політику, 
літературу та інше... 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ, 

31 жовтня у новому приміщенні КУМФ, що на 145 Еванс в 
Торонто, відбувся досить незвичайний, а проте дуже приємний 
літературний вечір, в якому українська громада мала нагоду 
познайомитись з літератором з Чернівців Олександром Бойченком. 
Зустріч була організована програмою українських студій ім.Петра 
Яцика в Університеті Торонто, департаментом слов'янських мов і 
літератур Університету Торонто, спільно з Науковим Товариством 
ім.Шевченка та Канадсько-Українською Мистецькою Фундацією. 
Провадив вечором професор Торонтонського університету Тарас 
Кознарський. 

Бойченко захистив дисертацію з літератури та в 1995 - 2008 роках 
викладав у Ченівецькому університеті. Однак, останніми роками 
займається незалежною літературною діяльністю, дописуючи до 
газет та журналів, публікуючи власні книжки та перекладаючи 
з іноземних MOB, здебільшого польської i російської. Як 
охарактеризувати жанр, в якому він працює? Це короткі есеї, міні- 
оповідання, побудовані на особистих спостереженнях, бувальщинах, 
спогадах, анекдотичних ситуаціях, замальовках з життя. Колись 
такі твори називалися фельєтонами, тепер - це авторські колонки в 
газеті, або ж блоги в інтернеті. 

Якби їх не називати, твори О. Бойченка відрізняються надзвичайно 
тострими та влучними спостереженнями життя сучасної України і, 
ширше, світу, тверезим, позбавленим рожевих окулярів та зайвого 
патріотичного пафосу поглядом на дійсність, і - що найбільш 
привабливе — справжнім здоровим гумором, якого нам так бракує 
сьогодні. Зізнаюся, я давно так не сміялася, коли слухала автора, що 
читав мініатюри з своєї книги "Аби книжка". Книга була опублікована 
в 2012 році i зібрала газетні дописи Бойченка часів президентств 
Ющенка i Януковича. Ці лаконічні опуси є не лише надзвичайно 
дотепними кпинами з абсурдної української дійсності згаданої епохи 
та її одіозних героїв, починаючи від гарантів і включаючи шуфричів, 
ківалових, табачників та інших. Вони, водночас, змушують глибоко 
замислитись, а часом - вражають прогнозуванням сьогоднішніх 
подій. Так, наприклад, як вам початок оповідання "Бармен 
Льоша?: "З різних причин ні Європа, ні Туреччина, ні Крим нашій 
родині цього літа не світили. Залишалася Україна."? Як згадав 
О.Бойченко, за цю фразу його тоді навіть відмовлялися друкувати. 
Або інший приклад, на цей раз з оповідання “A курці просо 7, яке 
ведеться від імені вигаданого персонажу — такої собі радикально 
настроєної молодої українки Віти Бревіс: "Так от, держава Україна 
нагадує мені дурнувате подружжя, в якому кожен має нормальні 
сексуальні стосунки на стороні і обох давно нудить від спільного 
ведення господарства... Галичина не дозволяє Донбасові злитися 
в любовному екстазі з Росією, Донбас не відпускає Галичину 
до коханого Євросоюзу. Не знаю, чи можна цей маразм назвати 
соборністю, але знаю, що в будь-якому разі нещасливе подружжя — 
це гірше, ніж двоє розлучених осіб, кожна з яких отримує шанс на 
здобуття нового життя і нової ідентичності". 

Переповідати твори талановитого письменника - справа марна, 
його треба читати. Мені вдалося придбати дві книжки Олександра 
Бойченка - вже згадану "Аби книжка" і іншу - збірку есеїв про 

письменників різних країн "Мої серед чужих". Читання цих книжок 
принесло мені чимало втіхи. Отже, раджу всім - читайте Олександра 
Бойченка. Не пожалкуєте! 
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Постколоніяльна 


інтерпретація історії України 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ. 

21 листопада концертова зала Пластової Домівки 
їм. Гуцуляків в Торонто, що на вул.Кінгсвей, була пе- 
реповнена людьми: послухати доповідь українського 
істориказ Польщі Богдана Гукавиявилось дуже багато 
бажаючих. Причини - це і незвичайна назва доповіді, 
"Чи можлива постколоніальна інтерпретація історії 
України?", а ще більше - сама особа доповідача, не- 
залежного історика-дослідника, концепції якого є 
часто сміливими та контроверсійними, а висновки — 
несподіваними. 

Мгр.Богдан Гук народився у північно-східній 
частині Польщі, куди депортували його батьків під 
час операції "Вісла". Захистив магістерську працю 
у Варшавському університеті, був редактором 
журналів "Зустрічі", "Сон і Думка", "Інформатор 
Закерзоння", та творцем інтернет-проєкту Apokryf 
Ruski. Головна ділянка праці мгр.Гука як історика- 
дослідника - збирання та публікація мемуарів 
і документів, що відносяться до українського 
антикомуністичного руху опору 1 долі українського 
населення у Польщі в 1944-1947 роках. Він є редак- 
тором п'яти україномовних томів серії "Закерзоння. 
Спогади вояків УПА" (1994-2005), "Книги пам'яті 
1947” (1997) про Операцію "Вісла" у співавторстві 
з М.Гваником), книги "Явожно. Спогади в'язнів 
польського концентраційного табору" (2009), фото- 
альбому "Чужинце, іди скажи Україні. Увічнення 
трагедії Закерзоння в 1944-1947 роках" (2001), 
збірки польською мовою" 3a те, що ти є українець... 
Спогади з років 1944-1947” (2012), та ін. У 2013 
році у Перемишлі вийшла польською мовою книга 
Б.Гука "Україна. Польське серце тьми", у якій автор 
розглядає історію польської римо-католицької церк- 
ви, Корони Королівства Польського та польського 
дворянства в Україні XIV-XX століть у світлі теорії 
постколоніалізму. З окремими концепціями цієї 
праці мгр.Гук і ознайомив слухачів у своїй доповіді 
21 листопада в Торонто. 

На початку мгр.Гук обгрунтував доцільність 
теорії постколоніалізму, яка дозволяє  глиб- 
ше дослідити стратегії влади, стратегії опору 
колоніалізмові та механізми залежності влади від 
власних підлеглих, А далі, доповідач запропону- 
вав власні постколоніальні прочитання кількох 
проблем з історії України. Мгр.Гук вибрав чо- 
тири такі проблеми, що пов'язані з українсько- 
польськими відносинами, та в яких підноситься 
ключове для теорії постколоніалізму питання 
авторепрезентації пригноблених — в даному випад- 
ку українців (русинів) в Речі Посполитій. 

Отже, перша проблема: чи в ранньомодерний час 
давні українці мали можливість авторепрезентації 
та хто на Україні промовляв (своїм або не своїм 
голосом)? Як переконливо довів доповідач, після 
Люблінської унії 1569 року, коли вся Україна 
увійшла до складу Польського Королівства 
українська шляхта стає частиною польського 
колоніального апарату насильства над нешляхтою 
- селянами, міщанами, купцями. Шляхтичі-русини 
промовляли в ХУ1І-ХУПст. як політичні поляки, 
від їмені Речі Посполитої, а не Русі, нехтуючи 
фактом, що Річ Посполита представляла не Русь, 
а польську колонію. 

Проблема друга: Чому Михайло Грушевський, 
імітуючи голос українського народу, сам цього голо- 
су не чув? Альфою і омегою своєї монументальної 
історичної 0 розвідки "Історія України-Руси" 
М.Грушевський проголосив "український народ", 
"масу народню", "українську людність": лише на- 
род, заявляє він, є справжнім суб'єктом та творцем 


своєї історії. Однак, на думку Б.Гука, насправді на 
сторінках "Історії" Грушевського український на- 
род є певним ідеальним уявленням, фікцією, а не 
реальністю. Вина в цьому не самого Грушевського, 
а його епохи: в той час в Європі ще не вміли писати 
про підпорядкованих, історію мали лише держави- 
переможці та їхні владні верстви. Однак, великою 
заслугою Грушевського, вважає Б.Гук, було те, що 
він уперше показав, що не все назване Польським 
Королівством є польською державою, і не всі її 
підлеглі можуть та прагнуть далі ними бути. 

Третій сюжет доповіді мгр.Гука-- Що іякукриває 
(приховує) Польське Королівство? - зосередився 
на механізмах приховування підпорядкованих. 
Найнаочніше такий механізм бачимо на заміні 
понять шляхом зміни назви та внаслідок цього 
маніпулювання людською свідомістю. Так, заміна 
Речі Посполитої на Польщу призвела до зміни 
багатонаціональної держави на етнічну країну 
самих поляків, де українсько-руська меншина 
сприймалася, як "інші", гірші, ворожі, варвари, 
яких треба або цивілізувати, себто, полонізувати, | 
або знищити як таких, що загрожують культурній, 
цивілізаційно вищій польській нації. 

Саме колонізаційна місія стала головним ар- 
гументом для виправдання масових вбивств 
українців польською владою у XX стролітті — i 
про це говорив доповідач в останньому розділі 
свого виступу. У 1918 році орієнталізація українця 
в Польській державі була завершена, головно зу- 
силлями польського римо-католицького костелу 
та польських інтелектуалів. Культурний механізм 
дозволу на вбивство лише чекав на спускання 
гачка, а ним стала практика другої світової війни. 
Оскільки жидівське питання майже повністю 
вирішили нацисти, основним ворогом в Польщі 
залишилися українці. Навіть після масового при- 
мусового переселення українців до Радянської 
України одразу ж по закінченні війни, в Польщі 
залишалося коло 700 тис. українців-селян. I саме 
проти них був спрямований нещадний удар. 
Масові вбивства українського населення в селах 
Павлокома, Верховини, Завадка Морохівська, 
Пискоровичі,  Сагринь,  Шиховичі, Гораєць, 
Люблінець Старий і Новий, врешті, Терка, де жив- 
цем в дерев'яній хаті було спалено 30 людей, - всі 
ці злочини були скоєні польськими військовими 
формуваннями, і за них і досі ніхто не відповів і не 
поніс кари. Найгірше те, підсумував на завершен- 
ня мгр.Гук, що про злочини, вчинені польською 
владою супроти української меншини, продовжу- 
ють мовчати і сьогодні як польські інтелектуальні 
еліти, так 1 провідники римо-католицького косте- 
лу. А ті, кому було вчинено кривду, мовчать, бо, як 
вказує теорія постколоніалізму, важко промовляти 
і бути почутим тим, хто є підпорядкований. 

Доповідь історика Богдана Гука викликала 
безліч з апитань та вилилась у палку дискусію. Го- 
ловна ж думка, висловлена багатьма присутніми, 
це необхідність перекладу книги Гука "Україна. 
Польське серце тьми" англійською мовою. Саме 
це запевнить, що голос тих, яким було завдано 
непоправної історичної кривди, буде нарешті по- 
чутий у світі. ; 

Доповідь мгр.Б.Гука була організована Нау- 
ковим Товариством ім.Т.Шевченка в Канаді та 
Об'єднанням Лемків Канади, а його приїзд та 
перебування в Торонто спонсоровано Кредитовою 
Спілкою "Будучність", Об'єднанням Українців 
"Закерзоння", а також рядом інших фірм та при- 
ватними особами. Представляв гостя і провадив 
вечором мгр.Євген Ладна. 
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The team of the UkraineAlive project (І-г): Меіапіа Ки Аїпі, Mark McKellar, Natalie Kononenko, Olena 


Sivachenko, and Peter Holloway 


New web project about Ukraine 
boosts student engagement 


(ULEC/CIUS)—The UkraineAlive project was 
started in October 2011 in response to a request for 
help on ProTeacher, a professional on-line community 

_ for Canadian school teachers in grades preK—8. The 
team which created UkraineAlive was headed by Dr. 
Natalie Kononenko, Professor in the Department of 
Modem Languages and Cultural Studies, University 
of Alberta, and consisted of graduate students and sys- 
tem analysts Mark McKellar, Kamal Ranaweera and 
Melania Ru’ Aini from the Arts Resource Center and a 
volunteer, Peter Holloway. They began constructing a 
website focusing on the Ukraine component of Grade 
3 Alberta Social Studies Curriculum which mandates 
studying Ukraine, Tunisia, India, and Peru. 

Anecdotal reports suggested that the Social Stud- 
ies curriculum required more resources for grade 
3 students. The UkraineAlive website was aimed at 
providing resources that (1) meet the requirements of 
the Alberta Education mandate; (2) coordinate with 
existing social studies print and multimedia resour- 
ces; (3) are easy to update and keep current; and (4) 
engage students through interactive learning. A pres- 
tigious SSHRC grant enabled the UkraineAlive team 
to generate a website template and populate it with 
material over the next few months. 

Dr. Kononenko points out that “building a resource 
site for grade 3 education is a complicated process. 
The biggest challenge was presenting accurate infor- 
mation about Ukraine in a manner that is accessible 
and relevant to students.” 

In order to understand what really appeals to stu- 
dents, Olena Sivachenko, a graduate student from the 
same department, visited 10 schools in Edmonton and 
surrounding areas during the 2013-14 academic year. 


She made 17 presentations on Ukraine, using the web- 
site. “By presenting our website to grade 3 students, 
I got a clear idea of what materials sparked students’ 
interest and what else they wanted to know about 
Ukraine. Teacher feedback was also very helpful. It in- 
spired the development of materials for our website,” 
says Sivachenko. 

Before Easter 2014, McKeller generated an inter- 
active Ukrainian Easter Egg (pysanka) program so that 
anyone could colour a 3D egg with a digital brush. 
When Dr. Kononenko gave one of her annual “Pys- 
anka Workshops,” children who were too young to 
make a real pysanka played with the program for 3 
hours. With 594 page views to date, the success of this 
interactive unit prompted the team to design a proto- 
type for an online game — an “Interactive Ukrainian 
Village.” This game will be developed through the 
collaborative efforts of researchers from the Faculties 
of Arts, Science, and Education, should grant applica- 
tions be successful. 

Dr. Kononenko notes that “while the UkraineAlive 
project focuses on the Ukraine component of Grade 3 
Alberta Social Studies Curriculum, we have been re- 
ceiving requests from teachers to expand the project 
and cover the other three mandated areas, namely Tu- 
nisia, Peru and India. We realize that this could be a 
very ambitious task. Nevertheless, our team is certain 
that the UkraineAlive project has laid a solid founda- 
tion for international collaboration, and we feel pre- 
pared to take on this challenge.” 

The UkraineAlive team showcased the first version 
of the Interactive Ukrainian Village at the Congress of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences in St. Catharines 
in May 2014. See: http://ukrainealive.ualberta.ca 


Amnesty slams Russia’s law 
on ‘undesirable organizations’ 


(UktNews)—A draft Russian law banning “un- 
desirable foreign organizations” is another troubling 
sign of the authorities’ vigorous measures to restrict 
any public space for criticism, Amnesty International 
said January 22 after the Duma (Parliament) passed it 
on a first reading. 

The bill will go through two more readings before 
being sent to President Vladimir Putin to be signed 
into law, which may be only a formality. 

“This law is another sobering sign of how the Rus- 
sian authorities are quickly closing in on fundamental 
freedoms and the work of independent civil society 
groups in the country,” said Sergei Nikitin, Amnesty 
International’s Moscow Office Director. 

“We've seen time and again how ideas which 
threaten fundamental freedoms get railroaded through 
the Duma and make their way into draconian laws 
that snatch away the space for dissenting views and 
independent civil society activism. Sadly, these free- 
doms can no longer be taken for granted in Russia.” 

The law would introduce the vague notion of “an 
international organization which poses a threat to the 
defence capacity and security of the state or to public 
order, or to public health”. 

The draft law purports to defend “the foundations 
of the constitutional order, morality, rights and lawful 
interest of other persons”. 


“Given the Russian authorities’ recent track record, 
there is every reason to expect that this law will be 
adopted and applied to clamp down on international 
civil society and undermine the independence and 
freedom of action of national human rights groups 
carrying out critical work in Russia,” said Nikitin. 

The law would enable the Office of the Prosecutor 
General to decide which organizations are “undesir- 
able”, and effectively criminalize their activities. The 
way the law is formulated leaves a lot of space for its 
arbitrary application. 

Penalties under the law include making it illegal for 
such organizations to open an office. Russian residents 
working for the organizations would face hefty fines 
and up to eight years in prison for consecutive viola- 
tions. Foreign staff members could be denied entry to 
the country. 

“The law doesn’t specifically single out NGOs, 
inter-governmental organizations, or commercial or- 
ganizations for scrutiny. But the fear is that it will be 
arbitrarily applied to any of them and they could be 
forced to close their doors in Russia,” said Nikitin. 

The new law follows on the heels of a draconian 
“foreign agents law” passed in July 2012 and amended 
last year. The authorities’ ever-more restrictive imple- 
mentation of that law has forced some Russian NGOs 
to curtail their activities or even shut down for good. 
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Nicholas Galech and Stefania Kostiuk, M. E Lazerte High School gradu- 
ates, receiving their certificates during the award ceremony at the school 


Alberta graduates of Ukrainian 
Bilingual Program qualify for 
university studies in Ukraine 


(ULEC/CIUS)—The knowledge of foreign languages is considered a 
great asset for effective business, political relations, educational advance- 
ment, and cultural heritage. In Alberta, many students now have the op- 
portunity to take language exams set by foreign countries or institutions 
including those in China, France, Germany, Japan, Spain, and Ukraine. 
Thanks to the efforts of Alberta educators, the Ukrainian Language En- 
trance Exam for International Students has been offered to students in 
grades 11 and 12 of Alberta’s Ukrainian Bilingual Program (UBP) since 
2006. 

In 2014, 20 Alberta students took the exam, and almost all received a 
score well over 60%. The students study in three school districts, in which 
the UBP is offered—Edmonton Public Schools (М. E. Lazerte High 
School), Edmonton Catholic Schools (Austin O’Brien High School), and 
Elk Island Catholic Schools (Archbishop Jordan High School). 

The exam is designed to measure students’ language competency in 
other than a school setting, provide students an international credential 
for their course of studies, encourage them to take pride in the growth of 
their language development, and increase the attractiveness and enroll- 
ment in the UBP. Upon high school graduation, students with a score of 
80% or higher are considered adequately prepared to attend university 
courses in Ukraine, while those with a 60-80% mark would be accepted 
but required to continue language learning. 

The exam was developed in accordance with the Common European 
Framework of Reference (CEFR) for Languages at the ВІ level (CEFR 
consists of six levels: Al, A2, ВІ, B2, СІ, and C2). It is conducted in 
both a group and one-on-one setting. The written part, taken in a group 
setting over a one hour time period, focuses on the assessment of vo- 
cabulary and grammar, writing, reading and listening skills. The indi- 
vidual oral component consists of an oral presentation and interview, 
thus revealing students’ oral competency in different settings. Ms. Olena 
Hartsula, Ukraine’s language and culture advisor to Alberta Education, 
has conducted the oral assessment for the past two years. 

The Ukrainian Language Entrance Exam for International Students is 
the achievement of an ongoing collaboration between educational insti- 
tutions in Alberta and Ukraine. The exam is developed by the Preparatory 
School for International Students at the Ivan Franko National University 
of Lviv (PSIS) which provides a detailed analysis of exam results includ- 
ing a documentation of achievements and weaknesses, and suggestions 
as to how to improve participants’ language skills. In his response to the 
recent exam, PSIS director Dr. Viktor Krevs noted that “the results of the 
exam proved the suitable level of teaching Ukrainian at Alberta schools 
and the high motivation of students to learn Ukrainian.” 

The staff of the Ukrainian Language Education Centre (Olenka Bilash, 
Alla Nedashkivska, Mykola Soroka, and Halyna Klid) provides institu- 
tional support by coordinating and promoting the exam while parents and 
community organizations provide funding for the exam. 

The students who passed the exam were awarded certificates by Р515 
confirming their level of language competency. Melody Kostiuk, inter- 
national language consultant and curriculum and resource support for 
Edmonton Public Schools, after attending the award ceremony pointed 
out how beneficial this exam is for students’ future: “The exam provides 
the attestation of students’ Ukrainian language proficiency which can 
provide them with opportunities to work, study or live in Ukraine and 
can be used to enrich a résumé.” 

Among other educators who helped prepare students and organize the 
exam were: teachers from the UBP—Stephanie Dowson, Daria Porochi- 
wnyk, Peter Zmewsky, and Vlodko Boychuk; and international language 
consultants Magdalena Tundak and Laurie Kardynal-Bahri from the Ed- 
monton Catholic Schools and Elk Island Catholic Schools respectively. 
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Disturbing videos raise war 
crimes concerns in Ukraine | rallies to free Savchenko 


By Glenn Kates and Olena Removska 
(RFE/RL)}—A spate of videos 
to YouTube claim to show victories 

sian-backed separatists 
fighting in castern Ukraine. 

They may also provide graphic evidence 
of war crimes. 

One recent video shows seven Ukrainian 
— lined up against a wall after falling 

in the eastern city of Krasnyy 
бета. Lying next to the seven captives arc 
two men who appear to lic mortally wound- 
ed and another two who are dead. 

Later in the video, another dead soldier is 
shown lying a few meters away. 

The footage is being viewed by some as 

circumstantial evidence that the four fallen 
soldiers were executed in front of the wall 
after surrendering. 
A summary of the allegations made on the 
Ukraine@war blog points to single bullet 
holes in the wall, precisely where the heads 
of the fallen captives would have been; fresh 
blood on the ground; and a bullet wound 
through the face of one of the dead. 

Interpreter Magazine casts doubt on the 
claims, pointing out that there have been on- 
poing battles and that the holes in the build- 

are not necessarily fresh. Also, only one 
of the men shown to have a head 
wound (something one might expect in the 
case of a summary execution). 

Medical aid is not given to the wounded 
soldiers, who, although barely able to speak, 
are 1 by the cameraman. In a 
second video, at least one of the wounded 
has died. 

The captives are not threatened with схе- 
cution but scolded for coming to caster 
Ukraine to “kill our children.” 

In a third video, the dead captives are piled 
up along the side of the road as a correspond- 
ent for Russian state TV interviews a com- 
mander of the pro-Russian Vostok battalion 
who goes by the nom de guerre Dushman. 

He tells the reporter that, although his men 


у Rus- 


offered the Ukrainians the chance to surren- 
der, they refused. 

On January 23, Aleksandr Zakharchenko, 
prime minister of the self-proclaimed Don- 
ctsk People’s Republic, announced that his 
men would no longer be taking prisoncrs. 
The statement has been taken by some as an 
implied threat. 

In a separate incident, a video shows well- 
known separatist commander Givi physic- 
ally abusing and tormenting captives who 
were apparently taken during the recent 
siege at the Donetsk airport 

Givi, who at one point brandishes a sword, 
throws the captives from a truck and onto the 
ground. Taking apparent pleasure in asking 
if they ize him (they do), he uses a 
knife to cut the felt chevrons off their jackets 
and stuffs them into their mouths 

Living captives are blindfolded and forced 
back onto a truck before being driven to 
downtown Donetsk, where several women 
are seen beating and throwing eggs at them 

Reporters for Russian TV are visible 
throughout the video. 

Oleksandra Matviychuk, head of the 
Kyiv-based Center for Civil Liberties, calls 

appears in the videos “flagrant viola- 
tions of the Geneva Conventions” and says 
she is preparing the groundwork for prosecu- 
поп. 

“We are downloading, describing, and аг- 
chiving every video. And, in parallel, we are 
actively working to convince our members to 
ratify the Rome Statute and become a mem- 
ber of the International Criminal Court,” she 
нер RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service оп January 

Social psychologist Viktor Pushkar de- 
scribed the videos as an “attempt to scare 
Ukrainian soldiers and sow panic in Ukrain- 
jans.” 

However, he said, “in this case, I think the 
videos will have the opposite effect: If you 
do this to ours, we're going to have to an- 
swer with equal measure.” 


Ukraine parliament calls 
Russia ‘aggressor state’ 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament | has 
adopted а statement branding Russia an "ар- 
gressor state,” a move that deputies hope 
will pave the way for punishment under 
international law, 

The Verkhovna Rada also voted on 
January 27 to define separatist self-styled 
“people's republics” in the castem regions 
of Donetsk and Luhansk as “terrorist organ- 
izations,” and to appeal to the international 
community for additional nonlethal military 
aid and stronger sanctions against Russia. 

Radical Party leader Oleh Lyashko, a 
member of the governing coalition, said, 
“Legal recognition as an aggressor state en- 
tails consequences” under the UN Charter 
and UN resolutions. 

In reaction, Russian Deputy Foreign Min- 
Statement “thoughtless and irresponsible,” and 
said it was aimed at blocking efforts to end the 
conflict between government forces and pro- 
Russian rebels that has killed more than 5,000 
people in castern Ukraine since April. 

Earlier on January 27, European Union 
leaders called on their foreign ministers 
to consider an appropriate response to the 
escalation of fighting in castem Ukraine, 


including possible new sanctions, at their 
January 29 mecting in Brussels. 

“In view of the worsening situation we 
ask the upcoming Foreign Affairs Council 
to assess the situation and to consider any 
appropriate action, in particular on further 
restrictive measures, aiming at a swift and 
comprehensive implementation of Minsk 
agreements,” the leaders said in a statement. 

The 28-member bloc has imposed a series 
of economic and political sanctions on Rus- 
sia and officials linked with Russia's illegal 
annexation of Crimea last March and its 
support for separatists fighting government 
forces in eastern Ukraine. 

The EU leaders’ statement noted in “evi- 
dence of continued and growing support 
given to the separatists by Russia” and said 
that support “underlines Russia's respon- 
sibility.” 

The statement also urged Russia to con- 
demn separatists’ actions and to implement 
the September 2014 Minsk agreements, 
which include a cease-fire deal. 

The EU leaders also condemned the kill- 
ing of 30 civilians on January 24 through 
“the indiscriminate shelling of the Ukrainian 
city of Mariupol.” 


_ Kharkiv blast injures 14 


near a court 

ggg Ukrainian city of 

eee ben Bh PPR erate, Sane of 
them scnously. 

Markiyan Lubkivsky, an adviser for the 
Ukrainian Security Service (SBU), said on 
his Facebook page the incident on January 
19 was as a “terrorist act.” 
ва city m eastern Ukraine, 
far away from the conflict zone in 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions further 


H 
if 


southeast. 

However, in recent weeks there have 
been dozens of smal! bombings across the 
country, with the cpicenters being Kharkiv, 


to be im the crosshairs because they are 
geographically close to areas controlled by 
the pro-Russian separatist regions in casicmn 
Ukraine and have significant cthnic Russian 
populabons. 


Canadians 


Cont. from Р. 1 


to release her immediately from pretnal de- 
tention in Moscow, where she ts being held 
on suspicion of contributing to the death of 
two Russian journalists during a military 
operation in eastern Ukraine 

A synchronized Twitter storm was also 
launched under the hashtag #FreeSavchenko 
with the aim of generating more than | mil- 
lion tweets by the end of the day. 

On January 26 U.S. Congressmen Sander 
Levin, Marcy Kaptur, Michael Fitzpatrick, 
Mike Quigley, and Bill Pascrell, all mem- 
bers of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, 
introduced a bipartisan resolution calling for 
Savehenko's release 

“We continue to call on Russian author- 
ites to immediately release Nadia Sav- 
chenko from custody. We are gravely con- 
cerned by reports of her ill health since the 
commencement of a hunger strike on Dec. 
14, 2014, now into its seventh week. We are 
equally troubled by Ms. Savchenko’s lack of 
access to her counsel and adequate medical 
attention,” the statement reads. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has 
sent а letter to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin asking for her release. 

Over 100 participated in the Calgary rally 
which began with a Divine Liturgy at the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, during which 
Father Michael Bohun prayed for Ukraine 
and announced the walk to the Olympic 
Plaza where they met others and placed their 
candles in the shape of a Tryzub. 

The event was organized by a volunteer 
group, Support for Ukraine — Calgary, which 
unites the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Calgary Branch; the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Association of 
Calgary; the, Ukrainian Canadian Youth As- 
sociation CYM; Plast Ukrainian Youth As- 
sociation of Canada and several Ukrainian 
parishes, as well as the Russian Speaking 
Canada for Peace group. 

In delivering the keynote address, Bohdan 
Romaniuk, President of the UCPBA of Cal- 
gary described Savchenko as a remarkable 
woman, and опе of extraordinary courage.” 

“There is no question that Nadiya Sav- 
chenko is a hero of Ukraine. She has demon- 
strated her deep and abiding love for Ukraine 
in everything she has done from the time she 
was a child, throughout her military career, 
through her service as a volunteer fighter on 
the front lines against Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine, and throughout her capture and im- 
prisonment. 

“Nadiya is not alone in her heroism. She 
follows a long line of equally courageous and 
inspiring individuals throughout Ukraine's 
long and sad history of invasion, occupation 
and oppression by foreign powers. In just 
the last century we have the example of the 
300 members of the Student Battalion... who 
were destroyed by a massively larger and 
better equipped Bolshevik force of 4,000 
soldiers near the Kruty railway station in 
Chernihiv oblast on January 29, 1918. 

“In May and June of 1954 there was an 
extraordinary uprising of prisoners in the 
Kingir concentration camp complex in 
central Kazakhstan. More than half of the 
8000 prisoners, who included both men 
and women in separate compounds, were 
captured members of OUN and UPA. The 
uprising succeeded in evicting the camp ad- 
ministration for 40 days until it was merci- 
lessly put down by some 1700 heavily armed 14n 
troops and several tanks. The death toll in- 
cluded some 500 Ukrainian women prison- 
ers who were crushed to death by the tanks 
used in the takeover of the camp complex,” 
he added 

Romaniuk outlined three things for Can- 
adians to focus on in order to help Ukraine 
and the Ukrainian people secure thei place 
among the civilized, free, independent and 


join global 


democratic nations of the world. These are: 

* Sign the petitions and call your local 
MPs informing them that Ukraine is in great- 
er perl than ever and that without the mil- 
itary equipment and materiel that Ukraine 
requires to defend herself against Russia's 
escalating aggression, Ukraine will рег- 
ish. In addition, remind them of the plight 
of Nadiya Savchenko and the many other 
Ukrainian prisoners of war and prisoners of 
conscience being detained by Russia; 

* Confront Putin's propaganda machine 
wherever you encounter it. Speak the truth 
about Ukraine wherever lies are being spread 
by Russia's government, official news servi- 
ces, and foreign agents and collaborators; 

* Donate to the defense of Ukraine today, 

“Today, in Ukraine, volunteers from the 
youngest of children to octogenarians are all 
working for the common cause of defending 
Ukraine against a nuclear-armed superpower 
intent on destroying their country, If 80 year 
old grandmothers with arthritic hands and 
failing eyesight can knit socks, and gloves 
and sweaters for the soldiers defending 
Ukraine, and can make canned preserves of 
vegetables and fruit to be delivered to feed 
the volunteers fighting on the front lines, and 
sell what meager belongings they have to 
raise just a few more hryvnias to help buy 
bandages and medicine for injured soldiers, 
then surely we can do more. 

“This is our moment to make a difference. 
Every dollar that we contribute can help pur- 
chase lifesaving medications, bullet-proof 
vests and helmets, night vision goggles, 
boots and proper winter clothing, sleeping 
bags and tents and so much more in basic 
necessities that the country itself cannot af- 
ford to provide to its volunteer battalions and 
fighting forces,” he said. 

In Winnipeg, dozens from the local 
Ukrainian community gathered at the Mani- 
toba Legislature January 26. 

“It's a worldwide call to action. Europe, 
all across Canada, North America, Australia, 
{all] are protesting, bringing awareness to 
her situation,” said Oksana Bondarchuk, 
president of Ukrainian Canadian Congress ~ 
Manitoba Provincial Council. 

“Russia is violating not only territorial 
integrity of Ukraine, but also basic human 
rights of Ukrainian citizens who it illegally 
detains,” she added, 

Bondarchuk noted she hopes that Putin 
comes to the realization that Ukraine is a 
sovercign country that deserves independ- 
ence, deserves to rule itself. 

“As Canadians we stand up for human 
rights at home and abroad. | count on Mani- 
tobans to contact their Members of Parlia- 
ment who must work across party lines and 
with the Federal Government on assistance 
in the release of all Ukrainian POWs,” she 
said. 

Prayers were led by His Eminence Metro- 
politan Yurij (Kalistchuk), Archbishop and 
Metropolitan of Canada of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church; Father Bohdan Lukie, 
CSsR, Pastor of St. Josephs Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Church, Winnipeg; and Rev. Volodymyr 
Bashutskyy, Pastor of Blessed Virgin Mary 
the Protectress, Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
in Winnipeg 

In Toronto about 300 people rallied in 
front of the Russian Consulate to demand 
Savchenko’s release, January 26. 

The keynote address was delivered by 
Stephane Shymko, President of the Ukrain- 

ian Canadian Women's Council, Toronto 
Branch. 

Other speakers included UCC National 
President Paul Grod; Markian Shwec, Chair, 
UCC Maidan Canada; MPP Cheri DiNovo 
(NDP Parkdale High-Park). 

Zynoviy Meduh from Ukraine sang sev- 
cral songs. 

Antonina Kumka served as Master of 
Ceremonies. 
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Ukrainians shun Moscow __ |Russiamay deploy air force 
Patriarchate as war intensifies 


By Nataliya Trach, Kyiv Post 

Last spring, a Moscow Раїгі- 
archate priest serving an Ortho- 
dox Church in Soloniv, a village 
in Rivne Oblast, prohibited vil- 
lagers from praying for the souls 
of Ukrainian soldiers killed in the 
war with Russia-backed militants 
in eastern Ukraine. The priest also 
refused memorial services for 
the slain EuroMaidan protesters, 
known as the Heavenly Hundred. 

By August, the priest was gone 
— driven out by villagers who in- 
vited a priest from the Kyiv Patri- 
archate, an autonomous Ukrainian 
religious body that opposes the 
Moscow Patriarchate, to take over. 

Such transitions have been tak- 
ing place all over the nation ever 
since the Kremlin invaded, then 
annexed Crimea, and instigated a 
war in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region. 

Many Ukrainians have switched 
denominations, moving away from 
the Moscow Patriarchate that is 
very close to the authoritarian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

In a survey conducted by the 
Razumkoy Center think tank 
in April 2014, 22.4 percent of 
Ukrainians then considered them- 
selves parishioners of the Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate — up from 18.3 per- 
cent just a year earlier. 

At the same time, the number of 
parishioners claiming allegiance to 
the Moscow Patriarchate dropped 
in 2013-2014 from 19.6 percent to 
17.4 percent of population. 

In adopting the Kyiv Patriarch- 
ate, Ukrainians are choosing a 
church that is not officially recog- 
nized among the world community 
of Orthodox denominations. It sep- 
arated from the Ukrainian Church 
of the Moscow Patriarchate in 
1992, a year after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

The church’s unofficial status 
doesn’t seem to bother its follow- 
ers, who choose a pro-Ukrainian 
church led by Patriarch Filaret over 
the official one. 

Unlike the Kyiv Patriarchate 
Orthodox Church that openly sup- 
ports the Ukrainian army and volun- 
teers fighting in the east with public 
statements and generous donations, 
the Moscow Patriarchate prefers to 
distance itself from the situation, up- 
setting some parishioners. 

An example of the church’s no- 
tions that repel part of its flock 
was a statement by Metropolitan 
Onufriy, the head of Moscow Patri- 
archate Church in Ukraine. In an 
interview posted in August on his 
church’s website, he condemned 
the government’s anti-terrorist 
operation against the Russian- 


Іопіу, a village in Rivne Oblast, on July 20. Regular refusals of a local 
priest of the Moscow Patriarchate to serve memorial services for slain 
EuroMaidan protesters and Ukrainian soldiers encouraged people to 
convert to the Kyiv Patriarchate last summer. 


backed separatists in Donbas, call- 
ing it “a fratricidal war.” 

His colleague, Archbishop My- 
trofan, head of the Horlivka and 
Sloviansk Eparchy which is locat- 
ed in the war zone in Donetsk Ob- 
last, condemned priests who help 
Ukzainian soldiers buying helmets 
or bulletproof vests. 

“The church shouldn’t be in- 
volved in anything related to war. 
Our spiritual children are on both 
sides of the conflict. And if we buy 
bulletproof vests for one side than 
we have to buy them for another 
side too,” Archbishop Mytrofan 
said in an interview to the website 
Pravoslavnaya Zhyzn (Orthodox 
Life) published on Oct. 12. 

The religion experts say that the 
Kyiv Patriarchate will continue to 
gain new supporters because of its 
support for Ukraine. 

“The reason is that the Moscow 
and Kyiv patriarchates offer dif- 
ferent models of cultural and civil- 
ization development. Not all Ukrain- 
ians want to be a part of the so-called 
‘Russian World’,” says religion ex- 
pert Olha Nedavnya, referring to the 
pan-Slavic idea promoted by Patri- 
arch Kirill of Moscow, head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 

Some Ukrainian priests of the 
Moscow Patriarchate promote the 
“Russian World” concept too. The 
villagers of Pasichna, a village in 
Kyiv Oblast, were displeased be- 
cause their priest Serhiy Kushnir 
espoused Russian views of the war 
and tore down Ukrainian flags that 
they hung on their houses. During a 
church service, he tried to convince 
the attendees that Ukraine should 
be part of Russia, the villagers say. 

“People in our village want to at- 


tend a national Ukrainian church. 
We hope that in the nearest future 
a priest from the Kyiv Patriarchate 
will serve the divine service,” says 
Pasichna resident Liubov Kushch. 

Kushnir couldn’t be reached for a 
comment. His superior Antoniy, a 
metropolitan of Boryspil and Bro- 
vary Eparchy, denied that Kushnir 
espoused anti-Ukrainian views, 
calling such talk slander. “All the 
priests of our church are patriots,” 
Metropolitan Antoniy told Kyiv 
Post. 

As of January the parish in the 
village still belonged to the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate. 

The Kyiv Patriarchate claims 
that some 30 parishes around the 
country have already converted 
from Moscow to Kyiv Patriarch- 
ate. Yet, the Moscow Patriarchate 
denies the trend and accuses op- 
ponents of seizing 14 parishes in 
Uksaine. They acknowledge that 
three parishes switched allegiance 
voluntarily. 

“The illegal seizure of churches 
by means of violence and fraud 
cannot be called a transition,” 
Metropolitan Antoniy, the chief of 
administrative services of Mos- 
cow Patriarchate said in a com- 
ment to the Ukrainian news agency 
UNIAN on Dec. 12. 

The Kyiv Patriarchate denies the 
accusations. 

“We don’t need to capture 
churches because they are ours due 
to the fact that they are located on 
Ukrainian territory. Our main goal 
is to unite into the only autono- 
mous Orthodox church, independ- 
ent from Moscow and Constantin- 
ople,” Patriarch Filaret said during 
a visit to Chernihiv on Dec. 7. 


First victims of Maidan crackdown remembered 


(RFE/RL)—A year after their 
deaths, Ukraine is paying tribute 
to the first victims of a government 
crackdown on the Euromaidan pro- 
tests that toppled President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko placed flowers to the me- 
morial monument to a Belarusian 
citizen, Mikhail Zhyzneuski, who 
died a year ago on Maidan, on 
January 22. 

Poroshenko also laid flowers to 
the memorial wall to the victims of 
Maidan near the Parliamentary li- 
brary in Kyiv. 


A march was to be held in Kyiv 
later on January 22, marked as the 
Day of Unity in Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of people 
in Ukraine’s western cities of Lviv 
and Zhytomyr honored the memory 
of Zhyzneuski of Belarus and Serhiy 
Nihoyan, Ukrainian of Armenian ori- 
gin, by praying at churches and pla- 
cing flowers at the graves of others 
who were killed during the protests. 

Zhyzneuski and Nihoyan were 
shot dead in central Kyiv on Janu- 
ary 22, 2014. 

A third protester, Roman Senyk, 
was severely wounded that day and 


died three days later. 

As the number of protesters shot 
by snipers or killed in clashes with 
police grew, the victims became 
known as the “Heavenly Hundred.” 

Russia annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine after Yanukovych fled in late 
February, and Moscow has backed 
pro-Russian separatists whose con- 
flict with government forces has 
killed more than 4,800 people in 
eastern Ukraine since April. 

Мо public commemorations 
were held for Zhyzneuski in Bela- 
rus, a Russian ally, and his mother 
said his grave had been vandalized. 


By Oleg Sukhoy, Kyiv Post 

Ukrainian authorities officially confirmed for the first time on Jan. 27 
that Russian-backed troops in Donbas have an air force. 

Speculation about the possible emergence of a separatist air force has 
been going on for months. Analysts have predicted that Kremlin-backed 
mercenaries and insurgents would get aircraft and possibly pilots from 
Russia and camouflage them as their own air force, dramatically boosting 
their military capability. 

The Defense Ministry said Ukrainian troops had destroyed one 
separatist L-39 military trainer aircraft, two An-2 agricultural aircraft, 
one Yak-52 trainer airplane and four Mi-24 military helicopters. 

Borys Ейаїоу, a member of the Verkhovna Rada, wrote on Facebook 
that the aircraft had been destroyed by Uragan multiple rocket launchers 
in the village of Verbovaya Balka near Donetsk. This was done to 
“prevent them from fooling around and thinking of getting (aircraft) from 
Mordor,” he said, referring to the popular nickname for Russia derived 
from J.R.R. Tolkien’s novels. 

He also said the self-proclaimed Luhansk People’s Republic also used 
to have an air force but it had been eradicated by Ukrainian troops. 

Russia’s LifeNews site reported earlier that the republic’s first aircraft 
took off on Jan. 17. The leadership of the Luhansk People’s Republic said 
on Jan. 19 that they had created an air force. 

Kremlin-backed troops’ takeover of Luhansk Airport in September 
2014 and their ongoing attempts to seize Donetsk Airport have been 
attributed by analysts to their desire to use them as military air fields. 
However, these airports have been heavily damaged by fighting and are 
unlikely to be used for aircraft. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian authorities said last year that Russian military 
aircraft had crossed the border into Ukraine several times. 
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Diana Harkusha, Miss Ukraine 2014, debuts her National Costume 
during the Miss Universe National Costume Show. 


Miss Ukraine speaks of war 


By Olga Rudenko, Kyiv Post 

Ukrainian model Diana Harkusha, 19, was named second runner-up in 
the Miss Universe 2015 beauty pageant on Jan. 25 in Miami. On stage at 
the pageant, she spoke of Russia’s war against Ukraine and the support 
needed by its army and people: 

“Now we have a very difficult situation in our country,” she said on 
stage, answering to a jury question about what her country needs most 
right now. “So the most important contribution would be support to our 
army and our people.” 

The audience burst into applause in reaction to her words. 

It wasn’t her only effort to draw attention to Ukraine’s ongoing military 
conflict. 

For the National Costume Show, Harkusha wore a garment called 
“War Bride.” A dress of dark-red silk and black chiffon was cut out up 
to her waist, and complemented with a crown of thorns and a black veil 
that touched the floor. The look was developed by Ukrainian designer 
Liudmyla Bushynska, founder of Ruta fashion brand. Presenting it 
onstage, Harkusha put her hands together in a praying gesture, imitating 
a mourning look. 

But the shadow that the Ukrainian armed conflict cast at the pageant 
didn’t stop at that. According to a CNN report, the 2015 Miss Universe 
was the first pageant when contestants from Ukraine and Russia didn’t 
get a shared room. 

Harkusha made it to the final trio picked among 88 contestants, but 
then lost to Miss Colombia Paulina Vega, who took home the crown, and 
first runner-up Miss USA Nia Sanchez. 

Kharkiv-born model Diana Harkusha was the first runner-up in Miss 
Ukraine Universe pageant. In November 2014 the winner, Anna Andres, 
declined her title for personal reasons that she didn’t disclose, and 
Harkusha took her place. 

While Harkusha works as a model, she is also a third-year student of 
the Yaroslav Mudriy Law Academy in Kharkiv. 

At the pageant in Miami, Harkusha’s stage looks were dominated with 
red color. For the evening gown contest she wore a long red sparkly dress 
and had her hair styled in a classic updo. 

The national costume contest allowed a liberal interpretation of a folk 
costume. The highlight of the contest was a hockey-themed look of Miss 
Canada. She wore a peacock tail of hockey clubs and a score board on her 
head. 
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Bernadette Mandrusiak (second from right) with some of the girls at the Home of Hope 


Home of Hope provides 
help for Ukraine’s girls 


By Bernadette Mandrusiak 

The Bridge of Hope program 
is the result of joint efforts of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Ed- 
monton and the Sisters Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, Ukraine. This 
program has provided sponsor- 
ships, supported children’s summer 
camps and conducted Christmas 
shoebox campaigns to numerous 
children in Ukraine since 2001. 
The sponsorships throughout the 
past 13 years have undoubtedly 
helped hundreds of children avoid 
life on the streets and poverty, 
and the newest undertaking of the 
Bridge of Hope is another resource 
to help change the life path of those 
destined to homelessness. 

The newest undertaking is the 
Home of Hope. The intent of this 
home is to provide housing, secur- 
ity and life skills training to girls 
over the age of 16 to work toward 
beginning a career or furthering 
their education. The home is geared 
towards girls of this age group be- 
cause currently there are children’s 
centres and orphanages throughout 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces a call for 
the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


A Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective governance of 
the organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the development of the Ukrainian 
community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada. As a volunteer Director, you help shape the 
policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it operates in a legal and ethical manner and 

within required bylaws. 


If you are interested in being considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please complete the 


Nomination Application (PDF) found on our website www.shevchenkofoundation.com and submit by 
March 2, 2015 to: Nominating Committee Chair, UCFTS, 202 - 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, МВ ВОМУ ЗРА, 


or email lesia@shevchenkofoundation.ca 


Ukraine that house children but the 
resources are limited for those past 
the age of 16. 

In 2007 a house was purchased 
in Lviv and was been expanded to 
5 times its original size. Renova- 
tions were completed in January 
2014. The Sister Servants of Mary 
Immaculate in Lviv have already 
placed three sisters in the home to 
staff it and the girls began arriv- 
ing early in 2014. Currently there 
are 13 girls in the house ranging 
in age from 16 to 24. Eventually 
there will be up to 22 girls living 
and studying there. In September 
Luba Kowalchyk, founder of the 
Bridge of Hope travelled to Lviv 
along with Bernadette Mandrusiak, 
a Bridge of Hope committee mem- 
ber. The intent was to see the house 
in operation, and to meet with the 
girls and the sisters. They met the 
13 girls who have been placed in 
the Home of Hope. They found 
them to be pleasant, studious and 
very interested in learning about 
the generous Canadians who have 
been contributing to this project 
which has allowed them to live in 
a safe place while they study. All of 
the girls are either attending school 
or working at a practicum. Some 
of the areas they are specializing 
in are: fire and safety, education, 
music, and tailoring. 

Although the girls are very busy 
studying they are also expected to 
contribute to the house and all have 
chores to do. Programs will be put 
in place to work on cooking skills, 
learning English, and other life 
skills. A young woman who was a 
sponsor child through the Bridge of 
Hope is now an art instructor at a 
University in Ukraine and has of- 
fered to teach the residents art for 
free! 

The house itself is spacious and 
comfortable but the girls do share 
rooms with either 4 ог 6 residents in 
each room. There is a small chapel 
where they can pray and where 
services can be celebrated when a 
priest is available. They have study 
areas with desks, however comput- 
ers still need to be purchased. Fur- 


niture will be purchased fora living 
room area where all the residents as 
well as visitors will be able to gath- 
er just as in a typical home. Con- 
tributing to the homey feel is the 
dog “Linda” who happily greets 
everyone coming into the yard. She 
also provides security at night. 

Along with thel3 girls that are 
housed there, because of the un- 
rest that Ukraine is experiencing 
at this point in time, three refugee 
families from eastern Ukraine were 
living in the home over the sum- 
mer and fall as well. These women 
and children needed a safe place 
to stay while the men of their fam- 
ilies searched for work and a place 
to live in other cities. While the 
two Canadian women were in the 
Home the families expressed their 
deep gratitude for being allowed to 
stay there. They were very touched 
by the kindness of the sisters and 
the faith that experienced in the 
home. They will be relocating 
in January 2015. After that more 
young women will be accepted in 
the home and it should be to cap- 
acity by the beginning of February 
2015. 

There is much to learn with the 
beginning of a project such as this 
and the distance also makes it dif 
ficult. This trip was beneficial to 
keep the lines of communication 
and cooperation open so that the 
programs could be discussed and 
outlined in order to benefit the girls 
in the home to the utmost. Fund- 
raising is ongoing as well. The 
original cost of the building still 
needs to be repaid and there remain 
costs for furniture and industrial 
sized appliances. The house will 
need to be supported yearly but itis 
a worthwhile cause that will have 
ripple effects for years to come. For 
more information, or if you wish 
to donate, please go to the web- 
site ‘www.ourbridgeofhope.com>. 
Cheques can also be made out to 
the Eparchy of Edmonton with a 
notation for Home of Hope. The 
Eparchy’s mailing address is 9645 
- 108 Avenue Edmonton, Alberta. 
Phone: (780) 424-5496 


